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PHOTO — PETRO LOPATA/NEW PATHWAY 
Patriarch Lubomyr Hosar visis the Cardinal Josyf Slipyj School in 
Toronto. The Metropolitan let the kindergarden children tug his beard to 


show them it was real. 


Husar ends 
pastoral visit 
to Canada 


(RISU.org.ua)—On Feb. 24, Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, head of the Ukrai- 
nian Greek Catholic Church (UGCC), finished his 18-day pastoral visit to 
Canada. He visited some of the country’s 500,000 Greek Catholics in 
Winnipeg, Ottawa, Hamilton, Woodstock, Toronto and Montreal. Some 


highlights of the trip follow. 


Cardinal Husar said in Montreal that, 12 years after regaining indepen- 
dence, the biggest problem still facing Ukraine is the creation of a na- 
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tional identity. One of the missions 
of the UGCC, according to the car- 
dinal, is to work on forging this iden- 
tity and healing the wounds left by 
70 years of Soviet rule and centu- 
ries of religious schisms. There is 
also a worrying tendency toward 
regionalism in Ukraine, he said. 

Speaking about Orthodox/Catho- 
lic relations, the cardinal said: “We 
will do our share to underline unity.” 
He admitted, however, that to date 
relations with the Orthodox 
churches are not very good. “We 
meet, we speak, we do not fight, but 
real desire to reunite and come 
closer is pretty much absent.” 

The cardinal spoke of church re- 
lations in the context of politics: 
“They want to integrate the Ukrai- 
nian church into the Russian Ortho- 
dox Church and this would be a way 
of integrating the country politi- 
cally.” 

Husar said that in the continuing 
transition from the totalitarian sys- 
tem that existed in the Soviet Union 
to a form of democracy the church 
must be diligent in upholding a just 
social system and the rule of law. 
The contribution of Diaspora Ukrai- 


nians who have lived in democratic 
Cont. on P. 


PHOTO — AL KACHKOWSKI 


One for Taras 


The Pavlychenko Dancers entertain at a fundraising evening for the Ukrainian Canadian 
Foundation of Taras Shevchenko held in Saskatoon, Feb. 7. The Shevchenko Foundation’s 
support of such performing groups is only a part of its mandate which includes supporting 
activities like publishing, film productions, educational activities, fine arts and support for 


scholastic activities. For more, see Page 9. 


Через півстоліття населення 
України скоротиться на 4090 


Марія Щур, Радіо Свобода 

До 2050 року населення України скоротиться до 
32 мільйонів. Згідно з новим дослідженням Орга- 
нізації Об'єднаних Націй, головними причинами 
скорочення є низька народжуваність, висока 
смертність та еміграція. Наслідки поширення 
епідемії СНІДу в Україні не були включені у 
нинішній прогноз, тому справжні цифри втрат 
українського населення можуть бути ще вищими, 
вважає ООН. 

Тенденція до природного скорочення населення є 
загальною для Європи та розвинутих країн в цілому. 
Так через кілька десятиліть населення скоротиться 
у 33 країнах світу, але найбільших втрат зазнають 
колишні соціалістичні країни Європи. В Україні, 
Росії, Естонії, Латвії, Болгарії, кількість мешканців 
може скоротитися від 30 до 50%, мовиться у новому 
звіті Відділу Населення ООН. 

В інтерв'ю радіо Свобода голова відділу Жосеф 
Шамі говорить, що до 2050 року Україна матиме 
менше людей, ніж 50 років тому, після Другої 
Світової Війни та голодомору. «За нашими підра- 
хунками, у 1950 році Україна нараховувала близько 
37 мільйонів населення, тепер вона має близько 50, 
а впродовж наступних півстоліття настане різке 
скорочення до близько 32 мільйонів. Іншими 
словами, йдеться про надзвичайно швидке падіння -- 
ми говоримо про майже 40% », - наголошує Жосеф 
Шамі. 

Головною причиною цього різкого скорочення є 
низька народжуваність. Нині в Україні рівень 


народжуваності - одна цілих і три десятих, що є 
набагато нижче, ніж потрібно для відновлення 
населення. Крім цього, зазначає експерт ООН, в 
Україні не поліпшується ситуація із тривалістю 
життя та смертністю, як у країнах Західної Європи, 
і окремою статтею втрат є еміграція. За словами 
Жосефа Шамі, еміграція має подвійний негативний 
ефект на зменшення населення, оскільки більшість 
емігрантів - це молоді люди 3 високою освітою і 
дітородного віку. 

«Щодо України, за нашими оцінками, 
еміграційний потік складає близько 100 тисяч на рік. 
Тобто на 100 народжених дітей з України виїжджає 
22 дорослі особи. Це досить висока цифра у світових 
масштабах. Через еміграцію Україна втрачатиме 
0,895 щорічно, тоді як без еміграції втрати були би 
меншими - 0,695. Іншими словами, еміграція додає 
третину до загальних втрат», - говорить Шамі. 

На думку експерта ООН нинішній перегляд змін 
у популяційних тенденціях - ще не остаточний. 
Зокрема, прогноз для України не включає той факт, 
що ця країна має найвищі в Європи темпи 
поширення СНІДу, і незабаром кількість смертей 
від СНІДу може різко погіршити і без того сумні 
перспективи. «Поки що не врахували у цьому 
дослідженні кількість хворих на СНІД в Україні, ми 
ще чекаємо на уточнені дані, так, що цифра, яку я 
назвав, не включає вплив епідемії СНІДу, тож нові 
дані можуть ще сильніше погіршити наш прогноз», 
сказав голова відділу населення Організації 
Об'єднаних Націй. 


Лариса Гринда, Новий Шлях 

До приїзду на Американський 
континент Глави Української 
Греко-Католицької Церкви Бла- 
женнішого Любомира Гузара клер 
та вірні Церкви готувалися давно, 
бо це справді подія важливого 
значення у громадському та ду- 
ховному житті української діас- 
пори. 

Блаженніший Любомир Гузар 
відвідав ряд міст Сполучених 
Штатів Америки та Канади. Зок- 
рема, у Канаді він побував у Він- 
ніпезі, Оттаві, Монреалі та Торон- 
то. Своє перебування у Торонто 
Глава УГКЦ розпочав з прес- 
конференції для українських мас- 
медіа, яка відбулася у 19 лютого 
у церкві св. Димитрія на вулиці La 
Rose. Журналісти українських 
видань, радіо та телебачення пос- 
тавили ряд цікавих питань, на які 
Блаженніший Любомир дав ви- 
черпні відповіді. 

Подаємо, зокрема, нотатки із 
згаданої прес-конференції. 

- Яка мета Вашого візиту в 
Америку та Канаду? 


- Мій приїзд планувався вже 
давно, але через певні обставини 
відкладався. Я побував у багатьох 
містах Сполучених Штатів, у 
трьох канадських провінціях, зус- 
трівся з багатьма людьми. Свого 
часу такі подорожі відбували 
Патріарх Йосиф Сліпий та Кар- 
динал Мирослав Іван Любачівсь- 
кий, До того ж, треба було прояс- 
нити українській діаспорі ситуа-- 
цію з перенесенням Митрополії 
УГКЦ у Київ і побудовою собору. 


- Чи є якісь проблеми із 
будівництвом собору УГКЦ? 

- Часто люди запитують, чому 
у Києві, чому на Лівому березі 
Дніпра. Hy, перш за все, Київ - це 
столиця, і природно, щоб центр 
знаходився саме у столиці. По- 
друге, історичний фактор: наша 
Церква належить до Київської 
традиції, i, можна сказати, на- 
сильно була переміщена до Гали- 
чини приблизно 200 років тому. 
Тепер ми повертаємося до Києва. 
Ще один важливий момент - в 
Україні існує тенденція до регіо- 
налізації, і є сили, які зацікавлені 
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в TOMY, щоб вважати нашу Церкву 
провінційною, галицькою. Ми 
хочемо цьому протидіяти, бо ми є 
загальноукраїнською Церквою. 
Поза Західною Україною меш-- 
кають близько 600 тисяч наших 
вірних, які потребують духовної 
опіки. Ми хочемо діяти по цілій 
Україні 1 підкреслити, що УГКЦ 
- одна Церква на всю Україну. 

У Києві ми колись мали храми, 
але тепер їх уже нема. Отже, 
мусимо збудувати нові, зокрема 
собор-резиденцію для Верховного 
Архієпископа чи Патріарха. 

Нам виділили земельну ділянку 
під будову на Лівобережжі. I ye не 
найгірше вирішення. Новий mik— 
рорайон налічує близько 100 ти-- 
сяч населення, в той же час там 
нема жодної церкви. Отже, мож- 
ливо, багато людей стануть наши-- 
ми вірними. Ми будемо недалеко 
від підземки, що розв'яже транс-- 
порту проблему. Цей храм, поряд 
із Софією Київською, стане од- 
нією з найважливіших клітин 
церковного життя в Україні. 


- А як ставиться Українська 
Православна Церква Москов- 
ського Патріархату до побудови 
Патріаршого храму УГКЦ у 
Києві? 

- Звичайно, негативно. Але 
прості віруючі наставлені до нас 
доброзичливо. Багато зашкодили 
УПЦ МП їхні випади проти 
приїзду Папи Івана Павла П. Народ 
побачив їхнє справжнє обличчя і 
відчув більше довір'я до нас. 

- У Києві будується Пат- 
ріарший храм, але наша Церква 
ще не має статусу Патріаршої. 
Коли, на Вашу думку, це може 
статися? 

- Говорячи про надання УГКЦ 
статусу Патріархату, хочеться 
відзначити, що цей процес, на мою 
думку, іде непогано. Колись, 100 
років тому, стояло питання мати 
чи не мати український Патріар- 
хат взагалі, тепер же воно пере- 
неслося у площину, як і коли це 
зробити. Значно інакше HacTaB— 
лення до цієї проблеми, ніж було 
колись, у Ватикану. Це природний 
розвиток церковної структури 
східного обряду. Ми маємо певні 
підстави вважати, що справа буде 
вирішена позитивно, хоча не 
можна назвати конкретної дати. 

- Чимало говориться про 
об'єднання усіх Православних 
Церков і створення єдиної 
Християнської Церкви. Яка 
Ваша думка щодо цього? 

- Ми не перестаємо, насамперед, 
мріяти про це, щось, зокрема, 
робити у цьому напрямі і 
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Блаженніший Любомир Гузар у Торонто 


знаходити певне зближення там, 
де можна і з ким можна в даний 
момент. Ситуація складна з 
церковно-політичного погляду, є 
велике емоційне навантаження. 
Якщо дивитися на це земськими 
очима, то справа виглядає досить 
песимістично. Але якщо взяти до 
уваги, що розлетівся Совєтський 
Союз, чого ніхто не сподівався, то, 
може, звикне і наше роз'єднання. 
Тим паче що в народі в бажання 
до об'єднання, - воно ще, може, 
не дуже сильне, не дуже чітке, але 
воно є - що найголовніше. Це 
також і справа Божа. Ми ж 
намагаємося збудити в народі 
потяг до об'єднання, розуміння 
необхідности цього об'єднання. І 
якщо це буде виходити від народу, 
то справа зрушиться і буде 
зреалізована. 

- Як ставиться влада до 
УГКЦ? Чи надається перевага 
в Україні, наприклад, УПЩ 
Московського Патріархату? 

- Влада намагається ставитися 
до УГКЦ справедливо. Але є 
моменти, коли хилиться в одну чи 
іншу сторону, - багато залежить 
від чиновника, політика в даний 
момент. УПЦ Московського Пат- 
ріархату претендує на превіле- 
йоване становище, але Консти- 
туція України гарантує рівність 
усіх Церков і віросповідань. 

Влада ж не чинить якихось 
спеціальних перешкод у діяль- 
ності УГКЦ, хоча, можливо, є 
якісь дрібні непорозуміння, на- 
приклад, із реєстрацією тощо, що 
не робить загальної опінії. 

- Сьогодні в Українських 
Збройних Силах запроваджують 
посади капеланів. Чи УГКЦ буде 
мати своїх представників? 

— Церква i держава Ha нинішній 
день розділені. Існує 72 релігійні 
конфесії та організації, які на piB— 
них умовах згідно з Конституцією 
мають право обслуговувати, 30K— 
рема, Українську Армію i Флот. 
Ця проблема вирішується на дер-- 
жавному рівні, повинен бути 
прийнятий спеціальний закон, 
створені державні структури. Але 
окремі військові підрозділи дуже 
радо запрошують наших свяще- 
ників до відправлення Служб 
Божих, задоволені співпрацею з 
нами, навіть створюють каплиці у 
військових частинах. 

Проблема держави i Церкви 
взагалі складна. Не маючи своєї 
держави, ми виступали проти 
окупаційного уряду. Сьогодні ж, 


у незалежній Україні, Церква 
повинна підтримувати уряд. Під 
час виборів багато кандидатів у 
депутати i партій зверталися до 
нас за підтримкою. Ми ж стоїмо 
на позиції не сприяти якимсь пев-- 
ним політичним силам чи окремим 
особам, а допомагати суспільству 
стати демократичним і забез- 
печити людям нормальне життя. 

- Ваше Блаженство, Ви вже 
побували у багатьох містах 
Північної Америки. Що Ви 
можете сказати про Українську 
Церкву в діаспорі? 

- На жаль, в Америці я не мав 
нагоди на такі зустрічі, як тут, у 
Канаді. У Вінніпезі, думаю, є 
проблема українства у Церкві. 
Багато вірних не володіють ук- 
раїнською мовою, тому ряд бого-- 
служень відбувається англійсь- 
кою. До того ж, існує питання: 
якою бути Українській Церкві — 
закритою, спеціально лише для 
українців україномовних чи 
відкритою для інших народностей, 
для будь-кого, хто хоче бути її 
членом, хто хоче відвідувати наші 
храми. Ми привезли зі собою 
величезні духовні скарби, тому 
маємо чим поділитися з іншими. 

- УГКЦ осягнула нову візію з 
перенесенням Патріаршої курії до 
Києва. Якою буде роль діаспори 
у цьому? 

- Співпраця між УГКЦ в 
діаспорі та Україні необхідна, але 
ми, на жаль, ще не маємо такої 
випрацьованої візії на нинішній 
час. Можливо, мій приїзд стане 
поштовхом для дискусії, напрямів 
нашої праці. Я не привіз якоїсь 
церковно-політичної візії, - я при-- 
віз конечну потребу не розгуби- 
тися, щоб Церква була одна. 
Більшість наших вірних знахо- 
диться в Україні, але тих 1,5 міль- 
йона розсіяних по світі українців 
греко-католиків мусять долу- 
читися і разом знайти способи, як 
зберегти ту єдність. 

Церква несе дуже поважні ду- 
ховні цінності, які треба зберегти, 
бо ті цінності збережуть людей. І 
люди, залишаючись при своїй 
Церкві, маючи те розуміння, що 
їм Церква несе, залишаються 
собою іє настільки сильними, що, 
з одного боку, не мусять боятися, 
що їх хтось засимілює, а з другого 
- що можуть щось дати й іншим. 

Українська Греко-Католицька 
Церква має важливе покликання 
служити людям і сповняє його 
сповна. 


На Харківщині поступово 
зникає україномовна преса 


(Deutsche Welle)—Cyto україномовної преси відтепер у місті 
практично більше немає. Донедавна єдина україномовна газета - орган 


облради - 
головного редактора. 


"Слобідський край" спершу поміняла мовний режим, ще й 


Новим головним редактором "Слобідського краю" остання сесія 
обласної ради обрала чільного діяча Народно-демократичної партії 
Анатолія Покроєва, котрий вже кілька місяців перебував на спеціально 
запровадженій у цій газеті посаді шеф-редактора. Саме в цей період 
на шпальтах видання вперше з'явилися матеріали російською мовою. 
У середовищі україномовної харківської інтелігенції, яка вважає, що 
"Слобідський край" пішов уже проторованим шляхом, назрівають 
настрої протесту. Наприклад, саме в такий спосіб газета "Вечірній 
Харків", яка здня заснування упродовж понад 20 років була виключно 
україномовною, поступово стала виключно російськомовною. 
Спочатку з'явилися поодинокі статті, потім - російський дубль газети 
й нарешті повна відмова від друку українською мовою. Щоб заспокоїти 
громадську думку, начальник відділу преси й інформації 
облдержадміністрації Валерій Погожев на шпальтах того ж 
"Слобідського краю" заявив: "Через 10 років на Харківщині переважна 
більшість друкованих періодичних видань виходитиме українською 


мовою". 
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UCC National, BC attack Bill C-18| WC urges diplomatic 


Two more representations made to Parliamentary Committee 


(Ukr/News)—Representatives of the Ukrainian com- 
munity continued to attack the faults of Bill C-18, the 
proposed new Citizenship Act before the House of 
Commons Standing Committee on Citizenship and Im- 
migration, Feb. 18 and 19. 

UCC National President Eugene Czolij appeared be- 
fore the Quebec-Maritimes touring group in Montreal 
Feb. 19, while a day earlier UCC - British Columbia 
President Myron Petriw appeared before the Ontario- 
Western group in Vancouver. 

Czolij presented several recommendations concern- 
ing Bill C-18, among them that the legislation: 

» Ensures due process before the courts for natural- 
ized Canadians in cases of revocation of citizenship, 
including full appeal rights from decisions of the Fed- 
eral Court — Trial Division; 

» Provides that a high standard of proof must be met 
by the government in revocation of citizenship proceed- 
ings, namely that of “beyond a reasonable doubt” and 
not only a “balance of probabilities” , because of the 
importance of citizenship; and 

* Provides a limitation period of five years from the 
granting of citizenship for the commencement of revo- 
cation of citizenship proceedings by the government, 
when relevant immigration documents still exist (and 
not as is currently the case when the government ini- 
tiates such proceedings against individuals almost half 
a century after granting them citizenship, when the ар- 
propriate immigration documents no longer exist and 
the relevant witnesses are no longer alive). 

“The proposals brought forward by the UCC attempt 
to strengthen our citizenship legislation, enhance the 
value of Canadian citizenship and ensure that all Ca- 
nadian citizens are treated equally and fairly”, said 
Czolij. 

The full text of the submission by the UCC Presi- 
dent before the House of Commons Standing Commit- 
tee on Citizenship and Immigration can be viewed on 
the UCC web site: <www.ucc.ca>. 

Petriw made four recommendations 

» Where the current revocation of citizenship pro- 
ceeding requires a civil standard — proof on a balance 
of probabilities, since the loss of citizenship is tanta- 
mount to a loss of liberty, the Minister should be re- 
quired to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. 

* The right of judicial [Note: or Ministerial] review 
should among other things be based upon humanitar- 
ian and compassionate circumstances which should be 
entrenched in Bill C-18, with provision for a stay of 
final determination of the review. 

* It is, cruel and inhuman to uproot an individual from 
his family and whatever life he has built in 50 or more 
years as a productive Canadian on the suspicion that he 
might have been a war criminal. It is precisely because 
of the ‘evidentiary advantage’ in deportation and de- 
naturalization proceedings that this Committee should 
reject such proceedings as a means of bringing war 
criminals to justice. No punishment should be inflicted 


upon a suspected war criminal unless his or her guilt is 
fairly established by Canadian standards of justice. 

¢ The Minister may not commence an action in the 
Federal Court for a declaration that a person has ac- 
quired, retained, renounced or resumed citizenship by 
false representation or fraud or by knowingly conceal- 
ing material circumstances more than five years after 
the day on which the citizenship was granted, retained, 
renounced or resumed, as the case may be. 

“Today we have before us the proposed Citizenship 
of Canada Act, this Bill C-18. We have a badly flawed 
document, written in a fit of post 9-11 xenophobia, that 
in the future would terrorize Canadians long after the 
risk of alien assault is forgotten. This Bill provides natu- 
ralized Canadians with no shield against political 
whimsy or foreign fabrication. By chopping down the 
protection of legal rules of evidence, by allowing anony- 
mous allegation, by accepting innuendo from those that 
have donned the mantle of self-righteousness, it has 
clear-cut the thicket of legal protection that has grown 
over the centuries in western jurisprudence. And in this 
legal wasteland, devoid of old growth wisdom, this Bill 
uproots that last shrub of protection, the Tight of ap- 
peal. 

“There is no capital punishment in Canada. There is 
but one way left to legally reduce by one the World’s 
population of Canadians, and that is through revoca- 
tion of Citizenship. To this country’s shame, both the 
current law dealing with such revocation and its’ pro- 
posed replacement, Bill C-18 suspend the strictest stan- 
dards of legal evidence and replace it with that 
gambler’s cop out, the idea of “a balance of probabil- 
ity”. Judging by the number of us that play Lotto 649 I 
say our sense of balance of probability is a defective 
instrument indeed! 

“This clear-cut of legal protection has created a play- 
ground for foreign squabbles, alien allegation, innu- 
endo, half-truths and calumny, all blown by winds of 
political expediency and whimsy. The victims of the 
resultant public witch-hunts face a no-win proposition, 
— to drown in legal debts, while betting on an out- 
come based on balance of probability. Thus Canadian 
Citizenship is reduced to the value of a poker chip ina 
gamblers’ den,” he said. 

Five earlier submissions were made to the commit- 
tee by representatives of the Ukrainian community. On 
Feb. 14 Dr. Bohdan Klid, Vice President of UCC — 
Alberta and Eugene Harasymiw, Chair of the Civil Lib- 
erties Standing Committee of the Ukrainian Self-Reli- 
ance League made presentations on behalf of their or- 
ganizations in Edmonton. 

Private representations were made by Olya Odynsky, 
the daughter of one of the respondents in a World War 
II revocation of citizenship case, in Toronto, Feb. 11, 
and lawyer Bill Pidruchney and retired physicist Dr. 
Will Zuzak in Edmonton, Feb. 14. (For the earlier rep- 
resentations, see Ukrainian News, February 19 — March 
4, 2003.) 
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Banquet at the Mississauga Convention Centre. Left to Right: Roman Cardinal Cardinal Abrosius Alosic, 
Patriarch Husar, Bishop Cornelius Pasichny, Ukrainian Catholic Eparch of Toronto, 


Husar ends pastoral visit to Canada 


Cont. from P. 1 


societies is particularly important, Husar said. 

Husar urged his flock to remember the sacrifice of 
the thousands who died in Soviet concentration camps 
but never renounced their faith. These martyrs are per- 
haps one of the greatest spiritual treasures that the 


church has today, he said. He also urged Montreal 
Ukrainian Greek Catholics to pass their traditions to 
the younger generation. 

Part of the purpose of the cardinal’s trip was to raise 
funds for the construction of anew UGCC cathedral in 
Kyiv. 


solution to Iraq crisis 


(UkrNews)—The Ukrainian World Congress (UWC), a representative 
organization of some 20 million Ukrainians residing in 30 countries around 
the globe outside Ukraine, is urging a diplomatic solution to the Iraq cri- 
sis. 

In a statement issued March 3, the UWC says it is “deeply troubled 
about the possible military invasion of Iraq.” 

“Our concer, in particular, is for the millions of innocent people who 
will be affected by a military conflagration. Unfortunately, the Ukrainian 
people have first hand experience in the consequences of military conflict 
on the innocent, having seen massive devastation several times within the 
past century alone. Ukraine was the preeminent battleground for two world 
wars in the last century. We are convinced that not only will the lives of 
soldiers be compromised in the event of a military intervention in Iraq, 
but also the lives of millions of civilians in Iraq, neighboring countries 
and even in remote areas,” it states. 

“Furthermore, we believe that an invasion of Iraq would escalate con- 
flicts throughout the Middle East and spark or intensify confrontations 
that are currently being resolved in a peaceful manner. The political prob- 
lems in that part of the world need to be solved through diplomatic means, 
not exacerbated by additional military conflicts. A war would intensify 
terrorism throughout the globe and might result in a clash of civilizations 
spurring extremists. 

“The world’s economy today is quite fragile. The military option will 
cost billions of dollars directly for the conflict itself and much more for 
rebuilding. In addition billions of dollars more in revenue from trade, busi- 
ness etc. will be lost. 

“Finally, we concur with the view of countries opposed to military es- 
calation that Iraq does not represent an imminent danger. In all likelihood 
Iraq does not possess nuclear weapons. Regarding, weapons of mass de- 
struction, they must be located and destroyed. In this regard, containment 
in the form of intensified inspections should address this problem ad- 
equately. 

“The use of military force should be a final option if Iraq does not com- 
ply with United Nations’ resolutions. It is the responsibility of civilized 
nations to exhaust all diplomatic channels. We believe that the interna- 
tional community has the capability of effecting compliance and ensuring 
peace,” concludes the statement, signed by Askold 5. Lozynskyj, Presi- 
dent and Victor Pedenko, Secretary General. 
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Загибель Єрмака 
будуть розслідувати 
не менше ніж півроку 


(ЕогОт)--Слідство у справі про 
загибель колишнього народного депутата 
Анатолія Єрмака може тривати понад 
півроку, повідомив заступник держсек- 
ретаря Міністерства внутрішніх справ, 
начальник головного слідчого управління 
МВС Петро Коляда. 

Як передає «Інтерфакс-Україна», в 
інтерв'ю журналістам 20-го лютого у 
Києві П. Коляда повідомив, що у справі про 
загибель А.Єрмака призначено дев'ять 
різних експертиз і їх проведення може 
зайняти тривалий час. За його словами, 
слідство розглядає всі версії загибелі 
колишнього депутата, хоч основною є вер- 
сія звичайної дорожньо-транспортної події. 
У той же час для перевірки інших версій 
призначені, зокрема, вибухотехнічна екс- 
пертиза, експертиза на наявність в 


автомобілі куль. 

Як повідомлялося, А. Єрмак і його брат 
Микола розбилися в автокатастрофі у 
вівторок ввечері на автошляху Запоріжжя- 
Маріуполь біля міста Пологи Запорізької 
області. Легковушка, в якій вони їхали, 
вилетіла на зустрічну смугу і зіткнулася з 
вантажівкою. Син А.Єрмака, який також 
був у машині, отримав важкі травми і 
госпіталізований. 

За фактом ДТП порушено карну справу, 
яку розслідує слідче управління МВС. 
Згідно з попередньою версією, обнаро- 
дуваною Департаментом Державто- 
інспекції, М. Єрмак, який був за кермом, 
під час руху по слизькій ділянці дороги в 
умовах снігопаду не обрав безпечної 
швидкості, через що не зміг справитися з 
управлінням. 


Міністр культури дізнався, де 
відмиваються брудні гроші 


(ForUm)—«He таємниця, що досить 
часто через шоу-бізнес відмиваються 
«брудні» гроші, і ми зобов'язані цьому 
перешкодити», — заявив міністр культури 
України Юрій Богуцький на всеукраїнській 
нараді з працівниками театрального 
мистецтва в Донецьку. 

Як передає кореспондент ForUm’y, на 
думку Юрія Богуцького, потрібно також 
звернути увагу на державне регулювання 
шоу-бізнесу. 

Богуцький повідомив, що серед основних 
питань, які планується обговорити з пред- 
ставниками театральної громадськості 
України, - проекти основних законів, які 
покликані регулювати культурні процеси 


в країні. Особливе значення надається 
законам «Про театри і театральну 
діяльність», «Про гастрольну діяльність» і 
відповідним змінам у законі «Про 
культуру». 

Крім того, на нараді був оприлюднений 
проект економічного експерименту 
Академії мистецтв України. Суть 
експерименту полягає у тому, що декілька 
театрів України перекваліфікуються з 
державних установ у неприбуткові 
підприємства і будуть працювати на себе, 
самостійно визначаючи ціни на квитки і 
систему оплати праці співробітників. 
Передбачувана тривалість експерименту — 
до одного року. 
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Політолог з Канади 
прогнозує посилення 
авторитарних 
тенденцій в Україні 


Мар'яна Драч, Радіо Свобода 

Напередодні президентських виборів в 
Україні посиляться авторитарні тенденції. 
Так вважає відомий на Заході політолог 
Тарас Кузьо з університету Торонто в Кана- 
ді. Він передбачає збільшення тиску на мас- 
медіа 1 опозицію. Чим же викликаний такий 
невтішний прогноз? Ось що сказав Тарас 
Кузьо Радіо Свобода: 

"Справу ускладнить питання Кучмагейту 
ії касет Мельниченка. Якби цього не було, 
можливо влада дійсно пішла би на якийсь 
компроміс з Ющенком, але тепер ясно, що 
президент Кучма страшенно боїться, що 
буде після виборів, і не лише він, Коли був 
недавно в Торонто пан Яворівський, він 
мені особисто сказав, що як Віктор Ющен- 
ко буде президентом, то один з перших, 
кого посадять, буде Віктор Медведчук. 

Влада в Україні перебуває у кризі. Такі 
сценарії, які були в Росії три роки тому, де 
Єльцин передав владу Путіну, здається, 
неможливі в Україні, немає 1 популярного 
кандидата (від влади). Не тільки через 
питання Кучмагейту і касет Мельниченка, 
а також через те, що Україна відрізняється 
від Росії. В Україні немає об'єднаної еліти 
і через це тяжко президентові Кучмі знайти 
наступника. Якщо він, наприклад, пере- 
дасть владу нинішньому прем'єру пану 
Януковчиу, то інші регіональні клани 
будуть розчаровані. 

Друга проблема, де знайти нейтральну 
людину серед еліти? Але і нейтральна 
людина не буде популярна, буде ще менше 
популярна ніж сучасні люди при владі, такі 
як Медведчук чи Янукович. Можна зро- 
бити висновок, що президентові Кучмі і 
пропрезидентським силам буде тяжко 
виграти вибори наступного року, якщо 


Збережіть свій час і гроші; отримайте вашу картку 
ан резндунта НОР перед тим, як se ie ning nh 


фо Кому необхідна нова картка ПР? Постійні резиденти (іммігранти, що 
прибули на постійне місце проживання), які повертаються в Канаду літаком, 


кораблем, поїздом або автобусом, повинні мати картку ПР. 
Громадянам Канади не потрібна картка ПР. 


& Коли картка ПР стає обов'язковою? Постійні резиденти; 
що повертаються в Канаду літаком, кораблем, поїздом або автобусом, 


починаючи з 31 грудня 2003p., повинні пред'явити свою картку ПР працівникам 

транспортного засобу під час посадки в якості доказу свого статусу постійного резидента Канади. 

Картка ПР замінює документ про реєстрацію прибуття на постійне місце проживання “IMM 1000 Record ої Landing”, 
який буде недійсним для подорожування. 
Якщо ви є постійним резидентом, що повертається в Канаду без чинної картки ПР починаючи з 31 грудня 2003p., 
вас не пропустять на посадку на літак, корабель, поїзд або автобус в напрямку Канади. Вас направлять до 
найближчого канадського посольства або консульства для отримання тимчасового подорожувального документу. 
Це може призвести до затримок при подорожуванні та додаткових для вас витрат 


@ Стати громадянином Канади. Запрошуємо численних постійних резидентів, які можуть стати громадянами 
Канади, подати заяву на громадянство. 


че Якотримати картку ПР? Пакет заявних документів можна знайти на сайті Citizenship and Immigration Canada 
(www.cic.gc.ca) або ж замовити по телефону через телефонний центр картки ПР (1 800 255-4541). 

Заяви розглядаються в залежності від року вашого прибуття на постійне місце проживання. Знайдіть місяць, коли 
ви маєте подати вашу заяву у таблиці і подайте її завчасно. Наприклад, якщо ви прибули на постійне місце 
проживання у 1998р., ви маєте подати вашу заяву у травні 2003p. 
Якщо ви пропустили строк подачі заяви, будьте ласкаві подати її якнайшвидше. 


вибори будуть дійсно чесні." 

Мар'яна Драч: Пане Кузьо, у ці весняні 
дні активізувалася українська опозиція і 
кидається в очі те, що минулої неділі "Наша 
Україна" брала участь в з'їзді опозиціонерів 
лише як спостерігач. Народний депутат 
Сергій Головатий через це гостро скрити- 
кував Віктора Ющенка і сказав приблизно 
таке: людина, в яку мільйони повірили як в 
спасителя нації, виглядає ангелом-хоро- 
нителем батька, тобто президента Кучми. 
На Вашу думку, чи правильну стратегію 
вибрала "Наша Україна," коли всі говорять 
про те, що Ахілесовою п'ятою української 
опозиції є якраз брак єдності? 

ТК: "З одного боку, можна критикувати 
Віктора Ющенка за те, що він в якійсь мірі 
є пасивний з точки зору опозиції, і це дивує, 
коли було стільки провокацій проти його 
блоку і проти інших політичних сил в 
опозиції після виборів минулого року і 
цього року. Але, з другого боку, Віктор 
Ющенко відзеркалює стан суспільства в 
Україні, особливо брак єдності різних 
регіонів. Якби була ціла Україна як Західна 
Україна, Віктор Ющенко міг би бути 
набагато більш радикальним ніж сьогодні. 
Ane він очевидно дивиться на Східну Ук- 
раїну, яка буде відігравати велику роль під 
час виборів наступного року. Тут можна 
його дещо зрозуміти, бо, наприклад, маємо 
прем'єра, який є з Донбасу. На Донбасі, як 
ми знаємо, блок Віктора Ющенка не подо- 
лав 4-ри відсоткового бар'єру під час вибо- 
рів 1 це є десять відсотків населення Укра- 
їни. В Східній Україні Віктор Ющенко має 
певні проблеми. І як він не буде мати союз- 
ників у Східній Україні, він не зможе виг- 
рати вибори наступного року, це дуже 
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Opposition to revive 
efforts to topple Kuchma 


By Jan Maksymiuk 

(RFE/RL)—A congress of opposition legislators of 
all levels in Kyiv on March 2 called on Ukrainians to 
take part in protests to depose the current ruling re- 
gime. The congress, which attracted some 2,000 people 
(including 1,405 opposition deputies as delegates), was 
organized by the Communist Party, the Socialist Party, 
and the Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc. Deputies from Our 
Ukraine, including its leader Viktor Yushchenko, at- 
tended the congress as guests. 

The three opposition parties are planning on March 
9 to renew their 2002 “Rise Up, Ukraine!” campaign, 
which was intended to force President Kuchma to re- 
sign from his post and to call early presidential elec- 
tions in the country. In an adopted declaration, the three 
parties pledged to organize “local headquarters of the 
unified opposition forces” in order to coordinate anti- 
government actions at the regional level and to estab- 
lish a regional network of “people’s control” over the 
authorities. 

Another adopted declaration calls for the consolida- 
tion of opposition forces. “We declare the consolida- 
tion of opposition forces at present and for subsequent 
political steps,” the document reads. The document, 
however, was not signed by Our Ukraine. Our Ukraine 
is reportedly planning to organize a separate congress 
of opposition forces in early April. It is clear that 
Yushchenko does not want to identify himself too 
closely with the radical slogans of the Communists, 
the Socialists, and the Tymoshenko Bloc, as well as 
with their drive to get rid of Kuchma at any cost. Most 
likely, Yushchenko does not believe in the success of 
the “Rise Up, Ukraine!” campaign, i.e., in ousting 
Kuchma before the end of his term, and is positioning 
himself for the regular presidential election in 2004. 


Addressing the congress, Yushchenko called on op- 
position forces to unite “at any price,” UNIAN reported. 
He did not say, however, whether Our Ukraine would 
take part in the restarted anti-Kuchma campaign and 
reacted coldly to the proposal that Our Ukraine together 
with the three opposition groups ignore President 
Kuchma’s annual address to the Verkhovna Rada and 
fail to appear in the session hall during Kuchma’s 
speech. “The best thing at this congress would be to 
speak from the rostrum in the language of reason,” the 
“Ukrayinska pravda” website quoted Yushchenko as 
saying at the March 2 gathering of opposition lawmak- 
ers. “Let emotions speak on the streets. Now we must 
take every opportunity to speak about what unites us.” 

Yuliya Tymoshenko told journalists that the prob- 
lem of fielding a joint presidential candidate from the 
opposition will be tackled only after the official an- 
nouncement of a presidential race. 

Meanwhile, as if to counterbalance the propagandis- 
tic impact of the opposition congress on March 2, presi- 
dential administration chief Viktor Medvedchuk told 
last week’s issue of the Kyiv-based “2000” weekly that 
if he wanted to gather all deputies of all levels who 
belong to his Social Democratic Party-united (SDPU- 
о), he would need a stadium. According to 
Medvedchuk, the SDPU-o has some 10,000 legislators 
of all levels, beginning with the Verkhovna Rada and 
ending with rural councils. 

Medvedchuk also told the weekly that, as regards 
the executive branch, the SDPU-o has two ministers, 
three oblast governors, and 166 district heads. 

“The authorities today are as strong as never before,” 
Medvedchuk noted. “I will put it this way: The more 
active the opposition is, the more effective and power- 
ful the authorities become.” 


Former prosecutor accuses his 
replacement of corruption, then recants 


By Roman Kupchynsky 
(RFE/RL)—Speaking from the podium in parliament 
on Feb. 18, a former Ukrainian Prosecutor-General who 
is now an elected member of parliament accused his 
successor, Svyatoslav Piskun, of having been engaged 
in corrupt activities while serving in the State Tax Ad- 
ministration prior to becoming prosecutor-general in 
June, Ukrainian media reported the same day. 
Mykhaylo Potebenko charged that under his own 
tenure as prosecutor-general, an investigation revealed 
that Piskun was providing cover for a group of what he 
called “common racketeers” in the Tax Administration 
who, under the pretext of confiscating goods that had 
been “illegally imported,” took these same goods, 
mainly expensive automobiles, and resold them to 
friends, pocketing the profits. Potebenko identified the 
company through which the confiscated goods were 
allegedly sold as Rekon. The following day, Potebenko 
appeared at a special press conference and recanted his 


accusations against Piskun, saying the new prosecu- 
tor-general had been “set up” by his coworkers. 

A former head of the Tax Administration who is cur- 
rently a deputy prime minister and under whom Piskun 
once worked, Mykola Azarov, condemned Potebenko’s 
accusations the same day. Appearing on ICT V, Azarov 
said the allegations were “unethical” and that Potebenko 
should have made his concerns known when he was 
prosecutor-general. 

Recordings made by former presidential bodyguard 
Mykola Melnychenko, suggest that Azaroy, as head of 
the Tax Administration, might have been involved in 
protecting members of President Leonid Kuchma’s in- 
ner circle of supporters from prosecution on charges of 
fraud and theft. 

Those implicated include Thor Bakaj, the former head 
of Naftogaz Ukraine. On Feb. 15, Piskun vowed that 
he would bring charges against Bakaj for allegedly 
stealing millions of dollars from the state. 


Yushchenko slams forgery investigators 


(RFE/RL)—Speaking in the Verkhovna Rada on 
March 4, Our Ukraine head Viktor Yushchenko 
“thanked” investigators from the Prosecutor-General’s 
Office, the Ukrainian Security Service, and the Interior 
Ministry for their “insincere work” in uncovering who 
was behind last month’s dissemination of a bogus let- 
ter to voters bearing his name and apparent signature, 
UNIAN reported. 

Yushchenko said the mystery could be solved by “any 
boy from any courtyard.” 

He suggested that presidential administration chief 
Viktor Medvedchuk’s Social Democratic Party-united 
(SDPU-o) was behind the release of the false message, 
and he charged that law enforcement bodies in Ukraine 
have become hostages to the process of “SDPU-o- 


Yushchenko still the favourite 


(Eastern Economist)—A poll by the Social Monitoring Center showed 
66% of the population would vote against a candidate supporting the cur- 
rent President’s policy in the next presidential elections, and 59% would 
definitely cast their votes for Leonid Kuchma’s opponent. The poll was 
conducted Feb. 16-21 with over 2,000 respondents across the nation. Were 
voting to be held Mar. 9, 24% would vote for Our Ukraine leader Viktor 
Yushchenko, 11% for CPU leader Petro Symonenko, 7% for Yulia 
Tymoshenko and 5% for SPU leader Oleksandr Moroz and Prime Minis- 
ter Viktor Yanukovych. Incumbent President Kuchma and his head of staff 


Viktor Medvedchuk would get 4% each. 


ization” of the country. 

Prosecutor-General Svyatoslav Piskun assured 
Yushchenko and the legislature that the investigation 
is “under his personal control.” 

Mykola Honchar, head of the State Committee for 
Communications and Computerization, blamed the dis- 
tribution of some 900,000 copies of the letter through 
the state postal service, Ukrposhta, on “legal loop- 
holes.” 

Speaking from the parliamentary rostrum the same 
day, Socialist Party leader Oleksandr Moroz and 
Oleksandr Turchynov, a leader of the Yuliya 
Tymoshenko Bloc, called on “all honest Ukrainians” 
to take part in antipresidential protests throughout the 
country on March 9, UNIAN reported. 
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Masyk’s Ukrainian 
origin makes his Stalin 
comments even worse 


Edmonton Norwood MLA Gary Masyk has been roundly condemned 
in the media for his outrageous comments concerning Soviet dictator Jo- 
seph Stalin, who died 50 years ago today (March 5). And he rightly de- 
serves this condemnation. 

Masyk told The Edmonton Journal he thought pedophiles and violent 
repeat offenders should be sent across the Bering Strait to the Siberian salt 
mines and then spoke admiringly of how Stalin dealt with labour unrest 
when some miners in Belarus went on strike. “They protested working 
conditions and the long hours and the food, and so on and so forth. So 
they come out of the mine shaft, a couple of thousand people — theyre 
protesting, they’re not going to work anymore.” 

Then, he said, government “negotiators” opened fire with two machine- 
guns. The workers, said Masyk, “ran back into those shafts and all of a 
sudden, it was not that bad.” 

The next day, when referring to Stalin’s policy of sending people into 
internal exile or labour camps, Masyk told reporters: “You can take some 
stringent measure and can move somebody away. What happened then, it 
seemed to work then.” 

As Journal columnist Paula Simons justifiably pointed out in the March 
1, 2003 issue of the paper: 

“Tf an MLA had given interviews, waxing enthusiastic about the way 
Hitler dealt with social undesirables, he’d have been bounced from office. 
But Masyk? He issued a written apology — at the premier’s insistence — 
“to anyone who took offence at the potential implication of my remarks’.” 

What makes this even worse is that Masyk is of partial Ukrainian ori- 
gin. This is not quite the same as if any MLA had spoken approvingly of 

Hitler. It is the equivalent of an MLA of Jewish origin praising Hitler. 

What Hitler did to the Jewish people is what Stalin did to the Ukraini- 
ans — he killed millions of people in a despicable act of genocide. He did 

this as a deliberate strategy, not only to force collectivized agriculture 
upon an unwilling population, but also to destroy the independent spirit of 
Ukrainians. What makes it even more tragic is that he succeeded. It is in 
those parts of Ukraine where the Famine was enforced most brutally that 
the population has lost its sense of identity and purposes, turning into a 
tussified, politically apathetic mass willing to accept corruption and 
authoritarianism without question. It is the legacy of this act of genocide, 
which is hampering Ukraine in its efforts to develop a civil society like 
that in the West. 

This year the Ukrainian community is marking the 70" anniversary of 
the Famine-genocide and has embarked upon a program to raise the pub- 
lic consciousness of this horrendous crime against humanity, not only in 
Ukraine, not only in Canada, but around the world. And what do we get in 
the city which was the first in the world to erect а monument to this geno- 
cide, but an MLA — who is of Ukrainian origin, who represents a riding 
with a large Ukrainian population, which has been represented in the past 
by Canadians of Ukrainian origin, including the current President of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress — Alberta Provincial Council — praising 
the mass murderer who perpetrated this act of genocide. 

It’s not enough for Masyk to simply apologize. He should issue a very 
unequivocal statement admitting his totally unacceptable and unpalatable 
remarks and then condemn the Stalin legacy in the most categorical terms. 
He owes this to the community from which he originates and to the people 
of the riding he claims to represent. 
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Fifty years after Stalin 


Prof. James Mace, Consultant to The Day 
The Day, March 4, 2003 

Ivan Диба — once a model for the movement to 
defend human and national rights in the Ukrainian SSR, 
now full member of the Ukrainian National Academy 
of Sciences, and still the conscience of his nation — 
wrote in Dzerkalo tyzhnia that 50 years after Stalin is 
not the same thing as being without Stalin. As he rightly 
pointed out, today’s Ukraine is still with Stalin in the 
sense that it continues to bear the attributes that he forced 
upon it. Khrushchey might have removed the deceased 
dictator’s mummy from its place next to Lenin’s, but he 
could only ameliorate the system he had inherited from 
his predecessor, not fundamentally alter its essence. 

For all the worship with which Stalin liked to sur- 
round himself, he remained fond of modestly portray- 
ing himself as Lenin’s pupil. He was a follower of the 
Lenin of 1919 when the state first tried to control every- 
thing: taking over industry, forcing peasants into com- 
munes (Stalin ameliorated this at least in name to col- 
lective farms), viewing all who wanted to exercise their 
officially proclaimed right of national self- determina- 
tion as class enemies, and keeping the whole thing go- 
ing by means of the Red Terror, which Stalin adapted as 
what one scholar once called a permanent purge. Of 
course, it is impossible to control everything, and the 
system evolved into one whose demands could not be 
met without breaking the rules of the system itself. 
People evolved the survival strategy of thinking one 
thing, saying another, and doing yet a third. Law was 
rehabilitated in name and destroyed in fact. For what is 
law, if not a set of rules compulsory on everybody and 
backed by the punishment of those who violate these 
tules by the state? Yet, when everyone is forced to be 
guilty of something and in theory deserves punishment, 
who gets punished in reality (at least at the top) ceases 
to be a matter of enforcing rules and becomes a matter 
of sheer arbitrariness. Once Khrushchev stopped Stalinist 
mass terror and the resultant universal fear, the struc- 
tures and interests molded within the confines of the 
system Stalin created could congeal into powers immune 


Commentary 


While Stalin has long since ceased 
to be canonized and his corpse 
gone from the Lenin Mausoleum, 
his legacy is still very much a part 
of postcommunist reality, and the 
period of convalescence will remain 
long and painful. 


to any official injunctions. Under such circumstances 
it becomes misleading to even speak of corruption and 
criminality, for when practically everybody breaks the 
tules, the rules themselves lose any reality. In this way 
Stalin accomplished what Lenin in 1919 could not. 

Stalin’s success in creating a Soviet people to sup- 
plant individual nations has also left the Ukrainians 
(and not only them) with a deep crisis of identity. Last 
week I took part in a memorial soiree marking 70 years 
since the Great Manmade Famine. More and more are 
beginning to become conscious of the enormity of the 
national tragedy suffered and damage done Ukraini- 
ans as a nation. Still, most Western scholarship of the 
period continues to view the period of a single Soviet 
history just as 19th century German nationalists con- 
demned the Czechs and other “small” nations as be- 
ing without histories and thus without any future. In 
the Soviet context, this was called the great friend- 
ship of peoples. Friendship is fine, of course, but when 
it involves the loss of one’s own identity it becomes 
transformed into something else. 

In short, while Stalin has long since ceased to be 
canonized and his corpse gone from the Lenin Mau- 
soleum, his legacy is still very much a part of 
postcommunist reality, and the period of convales- 
cence will remain long and painful. 


Вияснення в справі допомоги 
школам в Україні комп'ютерами 


В «Україньких вістях», з датою 22-го січня 2003 
була надрукована стаття про добровольців 1 харита- 
тивні організації, які діють в Україні. Обмежуючись 
тільки до тої частини статті, що інформує про ком- 
п'ютери - уважаємо нашим обов'язком додати до цієї 
дезінформації це наше вияснення. Отож: 

Автор статті (Юрій Дуравець) інформує, що не є 
доцільним висилати комп'ютери в Україну для шкіл, 
бо там можна їх купити за малу частину того, що 
вони коштують в Канаді, а купувати такі комп'ютери 
в Канаді, платити за перевіз в Україну, та платити за 
них мито і до того іще за старшої генерації ком- 
п'ютери, яких там не можна уживати із за іншої 
електричної системи та циклів, зосвім не має глузду. 
Таки краще висилати їм доляри? Він був в універ- 
ситеті в Чернівцях, де йому показали багато комп'ю- 
терів, марки Макинтош, та деякі машини, одержані 
від організаторів з Едмонтону, які там лежать неужи- 
вані, ба що більше, треба іще видати певні кошти, 
щоби їх вивести на складсміття. І так авторами цього 
благодійного багажу було змарновано коло 60,000 
долярів. Вияснюємо: 

По перше: аж так дешеві комп'ютери не є, як 
інформує автор статті, хоча їх складають в Україні, 
а що іще важніше, також і надто сумнівної якості. 
Як щоби так було то вже давно всі школи 1 універ- 
ситети задовольнили би свої комп'ютерні запотребу- 
вання і не просили би такої допомоги, а тільки грошей 
на їх закуп в Україні. На доказ цього твердження 
друкуємо окремо спис шкіл, наукових інституцій та 
університетів, які одержали від нашого комітету в 
2002 році комп'ютери і копіювальні машини, (коло 
600 комп'ютерів для 70 шкіл і наукових інституцій), 
ними працюють і є задоволені і вдячні. (Див. ст. 10) 

По друге: Комп'ютери, які бачив автор статті в 
університеті в Чернівцях були вислані з Едмонтону, 
були марки Макинтош. Їх в Україні не вміють дос- 
тосовувати до місцевої електричної системи (220 
вольт) і до фреквенції циклів (50) та «українізувати» 
(вкладати українську програму). Отож - не тому цих 
комп'ютерів не могли уживати в університеті, що 
вони були старшої генерації (485), але тільки тому, 
що взагалі їх не вміли достосувати до місцевих пот- 
реб. А вони дуже якісні. На жаль в Україні уживають 


Лист до Редакції 


комп'ютери переважно марки ІБМ та Компак і 
тільки тому то патріотична акція організаторів 
висилки комп'ютерів до цього університету не 
вдалася. 

По трете: Чому автор статті дезінформує, що на 
цю акцію «змарновано» — аж $60,000? Чейже 30 
комп'ютерів старшої генерації не коштували тися- 
чі, за перевіз цілого контейнера фірма Міст в To- 
ронто бере 56,000 а 30 комп'ютерів та іще деякі 
машини, напевно не зайняли більше як одну третю 
контейнера ($2,000), знову ж благодійні багажі не 
платять в Україні жодного мита. Рахуймо, як 
хочемо, але до $60,000 долярів є дуже а дуже да- 
леко, і тому спитаймо і себе і автора статті, кому 
потрібна та дезінформація? Хіба, щоби деморалі- 
зувати патріотичне українське громадянство. Чей- 
же автор статті живе в Едмонтоні, комп'ютерний 
знавець, і міг був організаторам висилки ком- 
п'ютерів помогти і порадити, а не стояти осторонь 
всякої конкретної допомоги Україні. Не голослов- 
ними коментарями, а конкретними ділами допома- 
гаймо Україні та нашому народові на рідних землях. 

Кінчаючи апелюємо до українського громадян- 
ства сприймати всякого рода негативні інформації 
з України осторожно, бо не все золото, що 
блестить. 

За цей короткий час української державности 
навіть чудотворець не всилі викорчувати всього 
того, що накоїли більшевики в Україні за 70 літ 
свого панування, не тільки в економіці, але головно 
в світосприйманню української людини, в різних 
аспектах. 

Тому то, кожний по своїй спроможності, докла- 
даймо нашу цеголку допомоги Україні де можемо і 
де найбільше потрібно, навіть комп'ютерами, ком- 
п'ютерним обладнанням та копіювальною техні- 
кою, що робить наш комітет. 

За Український громадський комітет 
для допомоги школам в Україні 
Роман Грицина — голова 

Д-р Василь Іваницький - секретар 
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Shcherbytsky anniversary 
shows true colors of centrist elite) Orthodox archbishop 


By Taras Kuzio, Feb 27, 2003 Kyiv Post 

The contradictory views of Ukraine’s political elite 
toward the country’s Soviet past were highlighted by 
reactions to two anniversaries this month. 

In early February, the parliament held long-overdue 
hearings on the 1933 artificial famine, which claimed 
between 3 million and 7 million lives in Ukraine. The 
following week, however, there was a radical change 
in emphasis. For the first time, independent Ukraine 
celebrated the anniversary of the birth of Volodymyr 
Shcherbytsky, leader of Ukraine’s Communist Party for 
17 years from 1972 until 1989. Under Shcherbytsky 
the party consistently denied the famine had ever oc- 
curred. Deputy Prime Minister for the humanities 
Dmytro Tabachnyk signed a government resolution last 
month to celebrate Shcherbytsky’s 85th anniversary 
with the erection of a monument in Kyiv. The 
Shcherbytsky anniversary was also marked with the 
publication of a volume of his collected articles, and 
the appearance in Uryadovy Kurier (Government Cou- 
rier) of a laudatory article about him by Valentyna 
Shevchenko, the last head of the Presidium of the Su- 
preme Soviet before semi-free parliament elections 
were held in March 1990. 

These two anniversaries and the attitudes of differ- 
ent political forces toward them tell much about where 
Ukraine is heading. They clearly demonstrate that vot- 
ers will face a clear-cut three-way choice in next year’s 
presidential elections between a return to Soviet times 
(offered by the Communists), a freezing of the status 
quo in favour of a hybrid neo-Soviet system (offered 
by pro-presidential centrists) or moving forward to- 
gether with Central-Eastern Europe to a Western-style 
system. 

During the Rada hearings, the Communist Party 
maintained the same line it has followed since 1990 
refusing to accept that the famine was a deliberate 
policy unleashed by Josef Stalin against Ukraine. Na- 
tional democrats predictably said the opposite and con- 
demned the famine and the Soviet regime in total. Given 
the vision offered by the Communists to voters, it is 
not surprising that opinion polls continue to show that 
a majority of Ukrainians have negative views of Com- 
munism and that the party’s support base is confined 
to a shrinking number of old age pensioners. 

The centrists agree with the national democrats that 
the famine was genocide directed against Ukrainians. 
However, unlike the national democrats, who directly 
blame Russian policy towards Ukraine for the famine, 
they are more circumspect and prefer to put the blame 
on Stalinism and the Soviet regime. Their caution is 
not surprising as they themselves were members of the 
very same Communist Party in 1990 as current Com- 
munist Party leader Pyotr Symonenko. It has taken 
Ukraine’s ex-national communists and now centrists 

13 years to grudgingly move forward and deal with 
Soviet crimes against Ukrainians, such as the famine. 
It was only in 1999 that an annual Day of Understand- 
ing and Reconciliation was established by decree, and 
even then not on the Nov. 7 anniversary of the Bolshe- 
vik revolution as originally envisaged. It was not until 
the following year that Communist Party symbols were 
finally removed from the external facade of the Rada. 
The famine certainly murdered millions and so, it is 
difficult to ignore its 70th anniversary, even though it 
inconveniently falls in the same year as “The Year of 
Russia in Ukraine.” But why is Ukraine celebrating 
Shcherbytsky’s birthday now? After all, it did not cel- 
ebrate the 75th anniversary in 1993 or the 80th in 1998. 
Is the 85th anniversary really that important? And why 
choose to commemorate Shcherbytsky rather than his 
predecessor, Petro Shelest. Shelest, who was removed 
in 1971 by Moscow and accused of “national devia- 
tionism” (i.e. the Communist Party’s euphemism for 
“nationalism”), more closely resembled the Ukrainian 
national communists of the 1920s, many of whom sac- 

rificed their lives resisting Stalin. 

There are two likely reasons why the Ukrainian elite 
wants to celebrate Shcherbytsky now. 

Firstly, Бога in 1934 and 1938 respectively, Leonid 
Kravchuk and Leonid Kuchma both experienced the 
greatest expansion of, and success in, their careers un- 
der Shcherbytsky. Kravchuk, a native of Rivne Oblast, 
became first secretary of the Communist Party in charge 
of ideology in 1980 at a time when West Ukrainians 
were rarely promoted to such high positions. Kuchma 
rose to prominence in the world’s largest nuclear weap- 


ons manufacturer, the Pivdenmash (Yuzhmash) plant 
in Dnipropetrovsk, where he became director in 1986. 

Kravchuk openly stated his views about 
Shcherbytsky’s positive legacy in a collection of inter- 
views published in Kyiv in 1994. At that time, his views 
on Shcherbytsky did not draw much attention. The 
Ukrainian Diaspora still hailed him as an advocate of 
Ukrainian statehood, and a museum of Ukrainian folk 
arts was even named after him in the Toronto suburb 
of Mississauga, which includes a large Ukrainian com- 
munity. 

The second reason for the Shcherbytsky celebration 
is that, after 12 years of Ukrainian independence, 
today’s centrists feel they have consolidated their power 
to such a degree in the executive, government and Rada 
that they can openly express their nostalgia for the 
“good old days” under Shcherbytsky. The same three 
clans — Donetsk, Dnipropetrovsk and Kyiv — are rul- 
ing Ukraine as they did in the Shcherbytsky era. And, 
just as then, Western Ukraine is marginalized. 

There are three major problems with celebrating the 

Shcherbytsky anniversary. Firstly, his era was marked 
by repression, albeit on a smaller scale than in the 1930s. 
Shcherbytsky presided over what became known as the 
“Great Pogrom” in 1972 when hundreds of people were 
either arrested and sent to the Gulag or dismissed from 
their jobs. Some, like the poet-dissident Vasyl Stus 
whose state-assigned defense lawyer was current Presi- 
dential Administration head Viktor Medvechuk, died 
in the Gulag. By the early 1980s Ukrainians were pro- 
portionately the largest ethnic group among political 
prisoners in the Gulag. The situation became so des- 
perate in the first half of the 1980s that nationalist anti- 
Soviet violence recurred in Western Ukraine, after a 
hiatus of three decades. 
Many of the former Soviet dissidents who were arrested 
during the Shcherbytsky era are today in the ranks of 
the liberal and national democratic opposition Our 
Ukraine and Yulia Tymoshenko Bloc. However, even 
Vladimir Malynkovych, a former political prisoner but 
by no means a fan of the national democrats, also dis- 
missed the Shcherbytsky celebration as a 
“nomenklatura anniversary.” 

Secondly, Shcherbytsky (and Kravchuk) also bear 
guilt for not canceling the May Day parade in 1986 
only five days after the Chornobyl nuclear accident on 
April 26. Much of the blame for the disastrous health 
effects of the radiation and its long-term aftermath on 
Ukraine’s and Belarus’s population can be laid at the 
feet of the Shcherbytsky regime and Moscow. 

Thirdly, Mikhail Gorbachev’s perestroika and 
glasnost policies after 1986 were his attempt at deal- 
ing with the aftermath of the “era of stagnation” pre- 
sided over by the “Dnipropetrovsk Mafia” that included 
Leonid Brezhnev and Shcherbytsky. Is Tabachnyk re- 
ally telling Ukrainians that they should look to the “era 
of stagnation,” with its corruption, nepotism, 
Russification and cultural nihilism, as examples today’s 
Ukraine should henceforth emulate? 

It is obvious that the Ukrainian authorities either do 

not understand or do not care what signal celebrating 
Shcherbytsky sends to Western governments and inter- 
national institutions and how it further adds to the exist- 
ing skepticism about Ukraine’s rhetoric of “returning to 
Europe.” Since when has Shcherbytsky’s “era of stag- 
nation” been compatible with the European values to- 
ward which Ukraine’s leaders theoretically profess to 
aspire? The celebration of the Shcherbytsky anniver- 
sary is probably going to be the final nail in the coffin 
for the alliance between national democrats and national 
communists (today’s centrists) that jointly defended 
Ukrainian statehood in the 1990s when it was deemed 
to be under threat from domestic and external threats. 
The liberal and national democratic opposition have now 
been given a wonderful opportunity to present an alter- 
native vision for Ukraine to that of the neo-Soviet re- 
public that pro-presidential centrists are nostalgically re- 
building. Henceforth, the liberal and national democratic 
opposition will now be able to promote itself once again 
as an alternative to Ukraine’s two “eras of stagnation,” 
under Brezhney-Shcherbytsky in the 1970s and 1980s 
and under Kravchuk-Kuchma in the 1990s. 
Dr. Taras Kuzio is a resident fellow of the Centre for 
Russian and East European Studies, University of 
Toronto. His most recent book “Dilemmas of State-Led 
Nation Building in Ukraine” jointly edited with Paul 
D’Anieri was published in December. 


Autocephalous 


addresses Famine’s 
70th anniversary 


(RISU.org.ua)—On Feb. 25, Archbishop Thor (Isichenko) of Kharkiv 
and Poltava of the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church (UAOC) 
released a pastoral address on the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the 
Soviet-imposed famine in Ukraine in 1932 and 1933. The UAOC ап- 
nounced March as a month of prayer in memory of the famine victims. 

“The famine in Ukraine in 1932 and 1933 was not only an act of geno- 
cide targeted by the Bolshevik administration against the intractable Ukrai- 
nian peasants. The horrors survived by Ukraine 70 years ago also were a 
culmination of the humiliations and defeats that the Ukrainian nation suf- 
fered during the national revolution from 1917 to 1921,” reads the state- 
ment. 

“The right to a peaceful Christian life should be always protected. [We] 
should be vigilant about the intrigues of perpetual enemies whose seduc- 
tive voice even today can be heard from corrupted TV channels, leftist 
newspapers and speeches of foreign preachers,” stressed the archbishop. 

“Tt is not by chance that during the first weeks of ‘the year of Russia in 
Ukraine’ Ukrainian churches in Kharkiv and Poltava were vandalized and 
the commercial Kharkiv channel ‘Simon’ telecast an anti-Ukrainian pro- 
paganda movie. Attempts are being made to undermine our faith, stir up 
discord among us, and strip us of active social life in order to make us an 
easy tool for deception and exploitation. Someone is trying to trap us again 
in the same manner as they trapped our ancestors 85 years ago,” reads the 
statement. 

In addition, the archbishop called upon the faithful to make proper con- 
clusions from the severe lessons of the past and oppose evil, apathy and 
the lack of national memory and dignity. 


Nun killer sentenced to 15 years 


(RISU.org.ua)—On Feb. 11, the court of appeals in the west-central 
Ukrainian city of Vinnytsia sentenced 20-year-old Semen Hlushko to 15 
years in prison for raping and killing Greek Catholic Sister Anna (Hlova) 
in the local Church of the Protection of the Mother of God in June 2002. 

Hlushko, who used to work part time at the construction of the unfin- 
ished church, admitted his guilt immediately upon arrest. However, he 
later denied the allegations to avoid responsibility. The investigation lasted 
5 months and the first court hearing was held on Nov. 5, 2002. 

28-year-old sister Anna Hlova of the Sister Servants of Mary Immacu- 
late made her perpetual monastic vows on Aug. 27, 2001. Since 1999, she 
had lived in Vinnytsia, helping the Redemptorist priests in their ministry, 
working with youth as well as in the juvenile rehabilitation centre and 
teaching children catechism. 


Yushchenko calls upon Kuchma 
to stop “political terror” 


(RFE/RL)—Our Ukraine leader Viktor Yushchenko on Feb. 27 issued a 
strongly worded letter to senior political leaders calling on authorities “to 
carry out their constitutional duty...and put an end to political terror” in 
the country, the Our Ukraine website (http://w ww.razom.org.ua/) reported. 

The appeal was addressed to President Leonid Kuchma, Premier Viktor 
Yanukovych, and Parliamentary Speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn, according 
to the website. 

“Mysterious killings and unsolved murders of leading politicians and 
journalists, [as well as] violent attacks to intimidate political opponents, 
have become characteristic of the regime,” the letter reads. 

Yushchenko cites the beatings of two Our Ukraine regional activists — 
Volodymyr Lavryk in Sumy on Feb. 21 and Мазу! Vasyuta in Mukachevo 
on Feb. 25 — as the latest incidents in that terror campaign. 


Miners strike over wages, reforms 


(RFE/RL)—Miners from about 70 Ukrainian coal mines went on strike 
on March 4, demanding an increase in wages and an end to the govern- 
ment-led restructuring of the sector, ITAR-TASS reported. AP estimated 
the number of miners participating in the strike at around 2,000. The pro- 
test was launched by the Ukrainian Independent Trade Union of Miners, 
which is led by Mykhaylo Volynets. Volynets told journalists that wage 
arrears in the coal-mining sector total 1.3 billion hryvnias (US$244 mil- 
lion). According to Volynets, the sector’s ongoing reforms “may ruin the 
industry.” The government decided in December to reorganize 18 state- 
owned coal-mining holdings and seven production associations into 21 
joint-stock companies with an eye toward their eventual privatization. - 


Region must invite battalion, says Marchuk 


(Eastern Economist)—Ukraine needs to solve legal problems to make good 
on its offer to send an anti-chemical weapons unit to the region around 
Iraq, said National Security Council Secretary Marchuk, Feb. 25. He said 
soldiers could be deployed only if some country in the region formally 
invited them, Interfax reported. No country has so far offered to accept the 
force. He dismissed criticism of Kuchma’s move by some media and anti- 
war activists, saying the government had no intention of sending the force 
to Irag and supported a peaceful solution to the crisis. The offer “shows 
Ukraine’s readiness to take an active part in solving international security 
problems,” Marchuk said. Meanwhile, U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine Carlos 
Pascual said on Feb. 27 that Washington would not change its policy to- 
wards Ukraine, even if Ukraine did not send its radiation and chemical 
defense battalion to the Persian Gulf. 


8 
Щербак виступає в 
університеті Оттави 


(Посольство України в Канаді)--В університеті Оттави було 
організовано лекцію Посла України в Канаді Юрія Щербака на тему 
«Україна i виклики епохи глобалізації", на яку були запрошені 
представники академічного та дипломатичного корпусу, студенти 
університетів Оттави, члени української громади. 

Посол України у своїй доповіді наголосив, що наприкінці ХХ сто- 
ліття Україна зіштовхнулася з 4-ма викликами, серед яких процеси 
державотворення, ринкові перетворення, геополітична ситуація та 
глобалізація в світі. 

Посол навів конкретні приклади щодо того, як глобалізація вплинула 
на Україну, зокрема, що стосується швидких темпів розвитку мережі 
Інтернет, інвестиційної діяльності в Україні трансатлантичних 
корпорацій, міграційних процесів і торгівлі. 

Посол зауважив, що хоч процес державотворення i не був легким, 
Україні все ж вдалося досягти значних успіхів як в політичній, так і 
економічній сферах. Україна відіграє стабілізуючу роль в європейській 
системі безпеки, вона бере активну участь в операціях ООН по 
підтриманню миру в різних регіонах світу. Сьогодні Україні, за її 11- 
літню історію державності, вдалося відновити своє реноме - житниці 
Європи. 

Наприкінці доповіді Посол відповів на запитання аудиторії. 


Звідки їздять в Україну 
і де бувають українці 


Віктор Бикодір 

(КБУВ)- Минулого року Україну відвідали 12 млн. 791,9 тис. 
іноземних громадян із 174 країн світу. Це майже на 1 млн. більше, ніж 
2001-го року. Таку статистику має Державний комітет у справах 
охорони державного кордону України. 

Зрозуміло, що найбільше іноземців приїздило з країн СНД 

(колишнього СРСР): з Росії - 5,701 млн. чол., Молдови - 3,928 млн. 
чол. та Білорусі - 1,196 млн. чол. Але якщо не брати до уваги цих 
сусідів, з якими Україна має "прозорі" кордони, то найчастіше на 
українську землю прибували гості з Угорщини (825 тис.), Польщі (583 
тис.), Німеччини (99 тис.), Ізраїлю (82 тис.) та Румунії (77 тис.), а 
також з Туреччини, Словаччини, Болгарії, США, Великої Британії, 
Литви, Латвії, Італії. 
Що стосується Канади, то 2002-го року з Країни Кленового Листу 
приїздили до України 3146 громадян - по роботі, 2090 - як туристи, 
4331 - в особистих справах, 15 - як обслуговуючий персонал, 90 — 
транзитом. 

Цікаво, що цього ж року за кордон (у 116 країн) виїздило 15,630 
млн. українців, тобто, в середньому, майже кожен третій. Найчастіше 
їх кликали в дорогу особисті справи (11,199 млн. чол.), а також туризм 
(2,101 млн.) та службові відрядження (1,429 млн.). Прикордонні 
служби запевняють, що українці значно частіше, ніж раніше, стали 
їздити до Росії та Угорщини, а також і в більш віддалені краї. Зокрема, 
в Канаді 2002-го року побувало на 14,6 тис. чол. більше, ніж у 
попередньому. 


Академія СБУ -- учасник 
мовного марафону 


(Прес-служба Ліги українських меценатів) - Шириться коло 
учасників Третього міжнародного конкурсу з української мови імені 
Петра Яцика. Окрім навчальних закладів Міністерства освіти і науки 
України до патріотичного мовного турніру приєдналися навчальні 
заклади всіх рівнів міністерств України - транспорту, охорони 
здоров'я, сільського господарства, оборони. Днями серед них з'явилася 
й Національна академія Служби Безпеки України, де також успішно 
пройшов мовний конкурс. 


ae ae 


Патріярх Любомир є пластуном з молодих літ і членом пластового куреня "Червона Калина". 


Він також є капеляном Скаутської Організації Пласт в Україні. 


Патріярх Любомир привітав 
Крайові Наради Пласту 


(Пресове повідомлення Пласту)- -23 лютого 
під час свого побуту в Торонто Патріярх Любо-- 
мир Гузар, глава Української Католицької 
Церкви, відвідав та привітав ХІ Крайові Наради 
Пласту Канади. Це був історичний момент для 
присутніх представників пластових станиць з 
цілої Канади. 

Прибувши разом з о. К. Новаківським до 
пластового дому на вулиці Блур, патріярх 
Любомир з ентузіязмом привітав пластунів і 
пластунок, підкреслюючи, що помимо снігової 
хуртовини, він не міг оминути нагоди пого-- 
ворити з пластовими провідниками. У своєму 
привітальному слові він наголосив на потребу 
праці й посвяти для добра українського народу. 
Нав'язуючи до лекцій історії, він закликав 
пластунів і пластунок не чекати на те, що хтось 
щось дасть або зробить для української спіль- 
ноти, а заявив, що тільки своїми зусиллями, 
своєю тяжкою працею можна щось здобути. 
Вкінці, він додав, що пластуни мають добрі 


підстави розуміти важливість поняття праці для 
загального добра. 

Патріярха Любомира привітав Радомир Бі- 
лаш (Едмонтон), голова Крайової Пластової 
Старшини Канади, а Андрій Колос (Торонто) і 
Наталя Сервило (Вінніпег) вручили йому квіти. 
Опісля, патріярх засів з пластунами до спільної 
знимки. Коментуючи відвідини патріярха, Р. 
Білаш сказав, "Пластуни високо оцінюють 
присутність Патріярха Любомира на своїх 
крайових нарадах не тільки тому, що це вперше 
така високо поставлена особа відвідала такі 
наради, але головно тому, що цей жест під- 
твердив присутнім важливість, яку патріярх 
надає вихованню молоді, свідомої своїх завдань 
та відданої ідеям служіння громадському добру. 
Присутні були зворушені, що патріярх знайшов 
час у своєму дуже зайнятому розкладі по- 
святити кілька хвилин для своїх друзів 1 подруг 
пластунів і пластунок." 


Нарада за участю організації 
"Пласт"? на Прикарпатті 


Іван Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

В Івано-Франківську відбулася нарада за участю 
всіх членів Української скаутської організації 
"Пласт" на Прикарпатті. "Пластуни" не лише 


Переможців змагання під час Свята рідної мови в стінах Академії| обмінялися досвідом, але й обговорили стратегію 


нагороджували виконавчий директор Ліги українських меценатів 
Михайло Слабошпицький і голова Наглядової ради конкурсу 


розвитку національно-патріотичної організації в 
сучасних умовах. Українські скаути розробили 


Валентина Стрілько. Премії Освітньої фундації їмені Петра Яцика власну програму боротьби з русифікацією Галичини. 


одержали студенти першого курсу Ярослав Скорик, Дмитро Педос, 
Роман Стецишин та другого курсу Олександр Наконечний, Іван 
Вільчавський i Микола Мергель. 


Парламент підтримав запит в СБУ 
щодо порушення Медведчуком 
закону про боротьбу з корупцією 


(ForUm)—Bepxosua Рада України у вівторок підтримала запит 
народного депутата Валентини Семенюк (фракція Соцпартії) до глави 
СБУ щодо порушення главою адміністрації президента Віктором 
Медведчуком Конституції і закону про боротьбу з корупцією. Свій 
запит В. Семенюк аргументує нібито неправомірною відмовою з боку 
В. Медведчука в інформації, надання якої передбачене законом про 
статус народного депутата. В.Семенюк також вимагає дати правову 
оцінку діям працівників Генеральної прокуратури, пов'язаних з 
неналежним правовим реагуванням на порушення В. Медведчуком 
законів про боротьбу з корупцією. 

За цей запит, повідомляє «Інтерфакс-Україна», проголосували 177 
народних депутатів з 429 зареєстрованих. 


Українська скаутська організація "Пласт" зали- 
шається найбільш активною молодіжною струк-- 
турою на Івано-Франківщині. Упродовж двох днів в 
Івано-Франківську члени окружної організації 
"Пласт" проводили навчання з журналістики, на 
яких вивчалися методи спілкування з громадськістю, 
освоювались форми цих зв'язків, написання прес- 
релізів, статей, проведення презентації та прес- 
конференцій. Для "пластунів" такі види діяльності 
є особливо актуальними, адже організація впродовж 
року проводить чимало заходів, в які залучаються 
все більше число юнаків та дівчат. Перед 
"пластунами" виступив мер міста Зіновій Шкутяк, 
який розповів про підтримку місцевою владою 
новоствореного дитячо-юнацького пластового 
центру в Івано-Франківську. На завершення наради 
була проведена дискусія, на якій "пластуни" 
обговорили три доповіді: " Українська музика в 
Україні", "Сучасна українська література та її 
перспективи" та "Український націоналізм і його 
актуальність сьогодні". 


Про проведений захід юнаки та дівчата відгу-- 
кувались наступним чином: "пластун"-виховник 
Петро Гавриш — "Означити те, як ми можемо себе в 
цьому полі, активному, патріотичному визначати", 
«пластун"-сеньйор Олександр Сич - "Перш за все 
виховання активної молодої людини, яка не лише 
тішиться життям, але активно цікавиться суспіль-- 
ним життям яке триває довкола неї. Ця молода 
людина повинна замислитись над своєю долею. 
Молоді "пластуни" повинні вносити і свою частку 
для покращення життя в державі в якій вони жи-- 
вуть", "пластун" Юрій Міндюк - "Ми хочемо 
черговий раз для молоді показати, що є проблеми 
які зараз торкаються кожного - це проблеми мови, 
культурної самоідентифікації, проблеми оточення". 

Окрім цього, "пластуни" виробили власну прог-- 
раму протидії русифікації Прикарпаття. Оскільки 
вони переконані, що рідна мова - це головний 
фундамент для майбутнього існування держави та 
народу. Парадоксальною також була така думка: 
«Оскільки для виховання доброго "пластуна" необ-- 
хідно створити перешкоди, то російськомовна екс- 
пансія в Україні дає можливість виконувати перший 
обов'язок українського пластуна - протидіяти 
цьому, доводячи цим самим вірність Україні". 

Загалом "пластуни" Прикарпаття домовились про 
проведення постійних аналогічних навчальних 
зустрічей, для того щоб удосконалювати свою 
роботу серед української молоді. 
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Shevchenko Foundation holds fundraiser і in Saskatoon 


By Al Kachkowski 

The Saskatchewan Friends of the 
Shevchenko Foundation — Saska- 
toon Chapter sponsored their sixth 
annual event in Saskatoon to ben- 
efit the Foundation on Feb. 7 at Holy 
Cross High School. More than 170 
people attended the festive event and 
were entertained by 75 performers. 

Guests were greeted by two 
young people, Kristina Prystay & 
Janelle Usselman. On display were 
photographs from the Ukraine Day 
in the Park summer festival and pho- 
tographs from Shevchenko Founda- 
tion events across Canada. 

Nadia Prokopchuk acted as MC. 
Dr. Robert Chayka, recently elected 
chairman of the Saskatoon Friends 
of the Shevchenko Foundation, 
made his opening remarks. Both 
made reference to the valuable role 
the Foundation has played in the 
community over the past 35 years. 

The MC introduced newly elected 
member of the Board of Directors 
of the Shevchenko Foundation 
Jayne Paluck, of Regina. Paluck is 
a long-time activist in the Ukrainian 
Canadian community and currently 
serves as the President of Ukraina 
Museum located in Saskatoon. In 
recognition of her service as a 
teacher of Ukrainian, co-producer of 
theatrical productions and her many 
activities within the Ukrainian 
Catholic Women’s League of 
Canada, Paluck was presented with 
the prestigious Nation Builders 
Award by the UCC-SPC. 

Paluck gave a brief overview of 
the work of the Foundation and re- 
ferred to its most recent initiative, 
the Managed Funds program. 
Through this program, other Ukrai- 
nian foundations, endowment and 
community funds are able to take 
advantage of the same professional 
fund management employed by the 
Foundation and benefit from growth 
tates that would not otherwise be 
available to them. 

Al Kachkowski, Development 
Coordinator, outlined the history of 
the Foundation and credited the 
Ukrainian’s community enthusiastic 
support of the commemorative 
statue to Taras Shevchenko in 
Winnipeg as the catalyst that gave 
rise to the Shevchenko Foundation. 
He mentioned that the Foundation 
has distributed more that $4.5 mil- 
lion nationally and that close to 
$400,000 of this has been distributed 
to groups in Saskatchewan. 

Paluck then presented grant 
cheques to five organizations. Com- 
ing forward to receive the cheques 
were: on behalf of the Ukrainian 


Catholic Women’s League, 
Angeline Chrusch, Paul Bunka, 
President of the UCC — Saskatoon 
Branch, Adrian Boyko, Board mem- 
ber, UCC-SPC, Nestor Kowalsky, 
Board member, St.. Petro Mohyla 
Institute and Evelyn Wojcichowsky, 
Board member, Yevshan Ukrainian 
Folk Ballet Ensemble. 

Representatives of organizations 
within Saskatoon’s Ukrainian com- 
munity then presented cheques as 
donations to the capital fund of the 
Foundation as follows: Andrea 
Kalist, President of the New Com- 
munity Credit Union; Dave Mysak, 
President of the Ukrainian Profes- 
sional & Business Association of 
Saskatoon; William Gulka, on be- 
half of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Brotherhood — Bishop Roborecky 
Branch; |Дампа Hawrysh, герге- 
senting the Ukrainian Women’s As- 
sociation of Canada — Hanka 
Romanchych Branch; Rev. Taras 
Makowsky, from the Ukrainian Or- 
thodox Men’s Association (TYC) 
and Taras Bayda presented a cheque 
of behalf of the Bayda Kozaks. 
Kachkowski, explained the concept 
of the Kobzar Fellowship. He stated 
that this is a program which 
recognises and honours individuals 
who have made a planned deferred 
gift to the Foundation. Paluck then 
inducted the newest members of the 
Kobzar Fellowship Dave and Sonia 
Mysak. Each was presented with the 
special lapel pin worn only by 
Kobzar Fellowship members. 

Dave Mysak, is very active in the 
Ukrainian community. His currently 
President of the Ukrainian Profes- 
sional & Business Association of 
Saskatoon, President of the Ukrai- 
nian Orthodox Brotherhood of Sts. 
Boris & Hlib and actively involved 
in the Karpaty Pavilion. He is a past 
chairman of Vesna Festival. 

Sonia Mysak is a past Board 
member of the Vesna Festival. She 
is currently active in the Karpaty Pa- 
vilion and the Ukrainian Profes- 
sional and Business Association and 
serves as a Board member of the 
Ukrainian Museum of Canada. 

Harry Ewaschuk appealed to the 
audience members to make a con- 
tribution to the Shevchenko Foun- 
dation that evening. He made refer- 
ence to a couple of Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian performing groups whose 
concerts he saw while in Ukraine. 
He said the high level of perform- 
ing excellence was remarkable and 
was extremely well received by the 
audiences of Ukraine. Shevchenko 
Foundation’s support of such per- 
forming groups is only a part of its 


mandate which includes supporting 
activities like publishing, film pro- 
ductions, educational activities, fine 
arts and support for scholastic ac- 
tivities. 

MC Prokopchuk then introduced 
the In Memoriam section of the pro- 
gram. She stated that we are sad- 
dened that the following people have 
passed away in the last year; Kobzar 
Fellow — Alice Zaleschuk, Savella 
Stechishin, Orest Holowka and John 
Chyzowski. MC Prokopchuk 
then introduced the highlight of the 
evening, the cabaret performance of 
the Yevshan Dancers, the 
Pavlychenko Dancers and the 
Lastiwka Choir and the. The groups 
are under the direction of Vitali 
Sorokotiaguine, Serhij Koroliuk and 
Larry Klopoushak, respectively. 

Wojcichowsky introduced the 
opening number by Yevshan. It is 
an excerpt from their Christmas 
show and is performed in front of a 
stage backdrop with a Ukrainian vil- 
lage scene painted by local artists 
Valeri and Olena Zinchuk. 

To open the 40 minute cabaret 
presentation, a group of Yevshan 
dancers made their way to the stage 
through the audience, singing a 
Ukrainian carol carrying a tradi- 
tional “vertep” (star) and attired in 
colorful “winter” costume. It made 
a splendid scene and they mounted 
the stage, which was awash in soft 
blue (night) light. The carolers were 
met by a second group, from back 
stage, singing a different carol. The 
greetings exchanged by the two 
groups evolved into an impressive 
dance presentation. 

This was followed by 
Pavlychenko’s rendition of “Oira” 
accompanied by music recorded es- 
pecially for Pavlychenko by musi- 
cians in Kyiv. The dance showed the 
fun, flirtatious energy and exciting 
creativity of the people of Polissian 
region of Ukraine. 

Lastiwka filled the middle of the 
program with three delightful vocal 
and instrumental renditions of 
Ukrainian song. An audience 
favourite was the second number, 
sung a cappella by the males and 
featuring a tenor duet by the young- 
est and smallest members of the 
choir. 

Next came Yevshan’s dance from 
the Volyn region, a lively perfor- 
mance in the regional costume ac- 
cented with bright green colour. 

The closing number was 
Pavlychenko’s “Dubotanets”. This 
newest dance in the Pavlychenko 
терегіоїге is special because the cos- 
tumes (colourful blue and white) 


Kobzar fellows at the Saskatoon Shevchenko Foundation Cabaret. Left to Right: Harry Ewaschuk, Sonia 
Mysak, Dave Mysak, Cec Kachkowski, Al Kachkowski, Stefan Franko. 


The Yevshan Dancers perform the opening number. 


were custom designed in Ukraine, 
the music was specifically arranged 
by Lubomyr Mateiko of the Dnipro 
Orchestra of Ukraine. The choreog- 
raphy by Serhij Koroliuk resulted in 
a thoroughly entertaining number 
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that includes singing and is founded 
in intricate stamping and clapping 
thythms typical of the 
Transcarpathian region. 

The event raised a total $8,315 in 
donations for the Foundation. 
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with All-inclusive Meals. 
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Uzhhorod, Chernivtsi, Kolomiya, Yalta and many other cities; try 
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e-mail: infe 


web site:www.visitukraine.info 
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2 Years (48 Issues) $65.00 (CND) (GST included) 
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Попис української музики юних талантів 


Марія Дитиняк 

Українське Музичне Товариство Аль- 
берти, яке існує від 1972 р., за час свого 
існування виконало багато цінних проєктів. 
З них варта згадати бодай декілька: кож- 
норічні концерти коляд і щедрівок, в яких 
беруть участь різні ансамблі, хори; органі- 
зування Семінарів Хорових Диригентів 
(1978-1997); у співпраці з місцевим від- 
ділом КУК Товариство займається мис- 
тецькою програмою Шевченківських кон- 
цертів; через ряд літ Товариство організу- 
вало серії концертів «Герітаж», в якому 
виступали знані артисти вокалісти, інстру- 
менталісти Канади й Америки. Товариство 
займається теж видавничою ділянкою. З 
ряду виданих книжечок, брошур, нот мож- 
на виділити цінне видання творів Артема 
Веделя за редакцією бл. п. Володимира Ко- 
лесника. Цю книгу п. н. «Шедеври Україн- 
ської Клясичної Музики: Артем Ведель 
(1767-1808)» можна набути в Товаристві і 


Учасники концерту юних талантів. 


Жорняк Богдаріянна й Любомира, Кім виконавцям за їхню участь у цій імпрезі i працюють зі собою i у висліді можуть пох- 


в Українській книгарні Едмонтону. 

Цього року, на пропозицію нововибраної 
голови Люби Бойко-Белл, запляновано 
виступ юних талантів, які виконували б 
виключно українську музику. Така імпреза 
відбулася в неділю 9 лютого ц.р. в примі- 
щенні Мутарт театру Альберта Коледж. 
Імпреза почалася виступом струнної 
оркестри (11 скрипалів, З челісти, 8 гітар) 
двомовної школи Св. Мартина. Після 
виступу за двома дуже милими пісоньками 
садочку цієї школи (керівничка Світлана 
Ластівяк) слідували поодинокі виконавці. 
В залі пролинули звуки різних танців, 
коломийок, п'єс, етюд, рондо, вальсів, мар- 
шів, мельодій композиторів: М. Кравців-- 
Барабаш, I. Берковича, В. Безкоровайного, 
Р. Бровар-Бучацької, В. Довженка, А. 
Гнатишина, Золотаріова, С. Климовського, 
A. Коломийця, В. Косенка, JI. Кузьменка, 
М. Скорика, І. Соневицького, Я. Степового, 
A. Пашкевича, М. Щалайкевича, A. 
Штогаренка, Цвока, С. Яременка. Най- 
більше виконавців було юних піяністів; 
Брода Юрій i Ярослав, Вархола Адріян, 
Глусь Татіяна, Джонатон й Наміша, Гекер 
Лариса, Димуряк Інна, Дитиняк Евген, 


Джеймс, Козак Магдалина, Коновалець 
Кася й Марія, Кунев Андрій, Цісар 
Соломія, Федина Михайлина й Маркіян, Ян 
Алекс, Чов Філіп. 

Сольні фортепіянові виконання були 
переплетені дуєтами виконувані «родин- 
но», сестри Жорняки, сестри Коновалець, 
брати Броди, Кунев і Шейн. Приємною 
появою на сцені були теж виконавці інших 
інструментів: скрипка — Ларися Погорецька 
з акомпанятором Романом Солтикевичем, 
віола — Лариса Гекер, якій акомпанював її 
батько, цимбали — Джонатон Глусь i Кате- 
рина Василиця. В програмі були теж дві 
молоденькі співачки - Олександра Семенко 
1 Оля Дацко. Олександрі акомпанювала на 
фортепіяні Юлія Мартишак. На закінчення 
програми висту-пила оркестра «Чайка» під 
керівництвом Людвика Маріянича. Двад- 
цять оркестрантів, які грали на різних 
інструментах, бравурною музикою закін- 
чили програму цієї приємної імпрези. 

Ведучий програмою був Орест Сол- 
тикевич, який цікаво коментував про му- 
зику або про виконавців. Кожний учасник 
дістав спеціяльну грамоту, яку вручала їм 
голова Товариства Люба Бойко- Белл. Вона 
в своїм заключнім слові подякувала всім 


До загального відома української громади 
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побажала їм гарних успіхів в їхньому музи- 
куванні. 

Українське Музичне Товариство Аль- 
берти, хоча чисельно не велике, одначе всі 
члени Товариства дуже гармонійно спів- 


валитися цікавими проєктами. Сподіємося, 
що цей новий проєкт — фестиваль україн- 
ської музики виконаний юними виконав- 
цями буде повторений в майбутньому році 
і можливо і на дальші роки. 


Презентація у Посольстві України, зліва на право: Алла Окоманюк, 2-ий секретар з 
питань науково-технічного співробітництва, Михайло Павловський, д-р Юрій 
Щербак, Юлія Войчишин, Геррі Інгімурдансон, Рон Соробей, Юрій Никитюк, І-ший 
секретар інформації, преси і культури, Андрій Ягодовський, І-ий секретар з 
політичних питань, Михайло Яз і Корнель Попик - лицарі. 


Про патріотичність Лицарів 
Колюмба і щедре серце Люби Гой 


Юлія Войчишин | 

Уже ввійшло в традицію в Оттаві, що 
кожної осени відділ ордену Лицарів Ко- 
люмба при Українському католицькому 
соборі організує «Український вечір». Цей 
орден властиво є міжнароднім, але відділ 
при соборі є імени Святого Володимира 
Великого, активно уділяється в житті ук- 
раїнської парохії, опікується церковною 
оселею, а головний лицар Рон Соробей є 
членом парафіяльної ради. 

Мене поцікавила історія цього світського 
ордену. Виявляється, що він заснований 
священиком емігрантом, мабуть ірландцем, 
в 1882 році в Америці, у підвелі його церк- 
ви, для підтримки віри в бідних емігрантів, 
допомоги в осягненні фінансового забезпе- 
чення в чужому непривітному світі та під- 
несення їх на дусі. На сьогоднішній день ор- 
ден поєднує католицьке братерство з одні- 
єю знайбільш успішних асекураційних під- 
приємств в Америці, поширився по цілому 
світі, і гаслом їх і надалі є добродійність, 
єдність, братерство і патріотизм. В мину- 
лому році півтора мільйона лицарів пожер- 
твували 105 мільйонів долярів і 50 міль- 
йонів годин праці на добродійні цілі. 

Відділ Св. Володимира Великого, засно- 
ваний в 1987 році. Цього разу організуючи 
Український вечір на 1-го листопада 2002 
р. запросив виступити в розваговій частині 
колишню оттав'янку, славну в Канаді і в 
інших країнах, як також ів Україні, артист- 
ку гумору і сатири, Любу Гой. Як знаємо, 
вона є незаступимою частиною найпопу- 
лярнішої телевізійної програми гумору і 


сатири Royal Canadian Air Farce, що бере 
свої початки від 1973 року, як радіо прог- 
рама, пізніше здобувши велику популяр- 
ність добилася до телевізії 1 ось вже десятий 
рік є одною з десятьох найбільше популяр- 
них програм в Канаді. Виступаючи в От- 
таві, перед громадою в якій вона виростала, 
вона більшу частину своєї програми прис- 
вятила спогадам з оттавського минулого, 
звичайно баченого нею через призму при- 
таманного їй гумору i сатири. Це викликало 
захоплення, і оплески присутніх не вгавали. 
Це був дуже успішний вечір. Люба Гой 
відмовилася від гонорару за виступ і поп- 
росила дати пожертву в її імені на Канад- 
ський фонд дітям Чорнобиля. 
17-го січня в Посольстві України в при- 

сутності Його Екселенції д-ра Юрія Щер- 
бака, амбасадора України з дипломатами 
Аллою Окоманюк, Андрієм Ягодовським 
та Юрієм Никитюком, головний лицар Рон 
Соробей в асисті чотирьох друзів лицарів, 
передав формально в імені Люби Гой, чека 
на тисячу доларів директорові Канадського 
Фонду Дітям Чорнобиля в Оттаві д-р Юлії 
Войчишин. Вона, в свою чергу, подякувала 
Любі Гой і Лицарям Колюмба за їхнє розу- 
міння тяжких життєвих умов чорнобиль- 
ських дітей, жертв найбільшої ядерної ка- 
тастрофи у світі. Посол України в Канаді, 
д-р Юрій Щербак, який був одним з перших 
що після 26-го квітня 1986 року, як голова 
організації «Зелений світ», сказав правду 
світові про злочин влади і його наслідки, 
також потвердив велику потребу допомоги 
пошкодженим. 
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Author strives to correct myths 


(UkrNews)—One of the principal goals of his new 
work is to correct many of the myths that surround the 
participation of Ukrainians in German Armed Forces 
during World War II, says the author of a new book 
published by the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Stud- 
ies (CIUS). 

Speaking at a public lecture at the University of 
Alberta, Feb. 27, Dr. Andrij Bolianovs’kyj, author of 
the Ukrainian-language Ukrains’ ki viis’ kovi formu- 
vannia v zbroinykh sylakh Nimechyny (1939-1945), 
(Ukrainian Military Formations in the German Armed 
Forces [1939-1945]), said many of these myths were 
propagated by Soviet historiography which sought to 
cast the participants in a negative light. 

These myths applied to a number of atrocities Ukrai- 
nian outfits had been accused of in Poland and else- 
where, said Dr. Bolianovs’kyj. 

He noted that Ukrainians serving in the German 
forces were motivated not by any pro-Nazi sentiments 
but by anti-communism. 

Just as the Jews had reasons to hate the Nazis for 
destroying millions of them during Holocaust, so the 
Ukrainians had reason to hate the Communists for the 
millions they destroyed during the Famine of the 1930s, 
he said. 

He added that the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA 
in its Ukrainian acronym), which fought both the Na- 
zis and later the Soviet Red Army was initially created 
out of Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN) 
units in the German Army. General Roman 
Shukhevych, the supreme commander of the UPA ini- 
tially fought in the Roland unit of the German army. 

The main objective of these units was achieving in- 
dependence for Ukraine, Dr. Bolianovs’kyj said. 

He added that this particular work involved 13 years 
of research. 


Momryk awarded Jubilee Medal] 


(Myroslava’s E-Poshta)—Myron Momryk, an em- 
ployee, of the National Archives of Canada and the Na- 
tional Library of Canada has received the Commemo- 
rative Medal for the Golden Jubilee of Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II. 

Recipients are Canadian citizens who have made an 
outstanding and exemplary contribution to the com- 
munity or to Canada as a whole. 

Myron Momryk, Canadian Archives Branch Myron 


EU report urges more engagement of Ukraine 


By Breffni O’Rourke 

(RFE/RL)—Eastward expansion of the European 
Union is threatening to reverse some of the gains stem- 
ming from the end of the Cold War. That’s the proposi- 
tion put forward in a report just issued in Brussels by a 
team of independent political experts. 

The report, by four policy centres in Eastern and 
Western Europe, says that as the present EU candidate 
countries in Central and Eastern Europe become full 
members, the union’s external border controls will lead 
to a new division of Europe, a “paper curtain” as the 
report puts it. 

It recalls that the removal of barriers to the move- 
ment of people between the former Soviet Union and 
its satellites in the early 1990s was one of the main ben- 
efits of ending the Cold War. That benefit is being partly 
lost as the prospective new EU members start applying 
the EU’s strict Schengen rules on entry to the union. 

One of the authors of the report, Marius Vahl, of the 

Brussels-based Centre for European Policy Studies, pro- 
vided a concrete example of the difficulties: “People in 
the western Ukraine who used to go, for example, to 
Slovakia or Hungary, now, for practical reasons, are un- 
able to go so often because the visa requirements mean 
they have to go to Kyiv to apply, then have to go back 
[home], and you have to pay for the visa. So, in practice, 
this “paper curtain’ is to some extent there [already].” 

The study says the EU must develop durable poli- 
cies that limit the negative consequences of enlarge- 
ment. It describes EU-Ukraine relations in particular 
as one of the key relationships that will determine the 
degree of stability or instability in Europe. 

It notes that Ukraine, Moldova, and Belarus have only 
very distant prospects of EU membership, and it sug- 
gests that the EU should develop policies tailored to the 
different conditions in each country. At present, EU 
policy tends to view relations with these future “new 
neighbors” in mainly negative terms. As British com- 
mentator Heather Grabbe put it: “When you look at the 
actual concrete aspects of EU policy that affect coun- 
tries like Ukraine, Moldova, Belarus, it’s all about visas 
and border controls and so on. There’s not an awful lot 
that is very positive. It’s all about protecting ourselves 
from these countries, rather than engaging with them.” 

The EU has promised changes. European Commis- 
sion President Romano Prodi in January set out his vi- 
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Socialist deputy says Russian 


capital threatens national security 


(RFE/RL)—The Socialist Party’s Valentyna Semenyuk, who is chair- 
woman of the parliamentary Monitoring Commission for Privatization, 
told the Verkhovna Rada on Feb. 27 that Russian businesses have jeopar- 
dized Ukraine’s national security by acquiring “oil refineries, raw-alumi- 
num production, communications, and many other strategic enterprises” 
during the country’s privatization process, Interfax reported. 

She claimed that the economic effectiveness and technological param- 
eters of these privatized companies have declined, while investments in 
their modernization and production development have remained low. 
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sion of having what he called a “ring of friends” on the 
EU’s extended borders. He referred to what he calls 
the “new proximity policy,” which he said must create 
solid ties with the new neighbors, from Russia and 
Ukraine, through the Caucasus republics and Moldova, 
and on to Morocco, Tunisia, and elsewhere. 

However, the present lack of policy has made life 
difficult for the EU’s future neighbors. The report notes 
that Ukrainian diplomats have worked intensively but 
largely in vain for closer contacts with Brussels and 
the EU member states. The main result is that the EU 
is suffering a case of what it calls “Ukraine fatigue.” It 
says the cooperative path employed by Kyiv has been 
less effective than more assertive methods used, for 
instance, by Turkey. 

The report says that Brussels should aim to have its 
comprehensive policy toward its new neighbors ready 
at least by the time most of the candidates enter the 
union, set for May of next year. As Vahl sees it: “There 
are a lot of things bubbling, if you like, [though] noth- 
ing concrete has emerged on it yet. They are working 
on it in the EU institutions, on papers and communica- 
tions right now, but they are not yet finished.” 

Among other things, says the report, this timing 
would send a clear and positive signal to Ukraine ahead 
of the next presidential elections, which are set for au- 
tumn 2004. 

The report says: “The regional policy of the EU has 
to become an instrument to ensure softness of the fron- 
tiers between the new members of the EU and their 
neighbors, primarily Ukraine. At the regional level, the 
liberalization of the visa and migration regime can be 
introduced along the western border of Ukraine.” 

Another of the report’s authors, Grzegorz Gromadzki, 
of the Stefan Batory Foundation in Warsaw, said the 
scope for regional cooperation is illustrated by the 
Carpathian area: “For example, in the case of Ukraine, 
the [prospective] Euro-region is Carpathia, which ex- 
tends not only to Poland and Ukraine but also to parts 
of Slovakia, Hungary, and Romania. [Together], it forms 
a Euro-region, and I think such a form of cooperation 
on the local or regional level should be developed.” 

The report goes on to say that Western Ukraine will 
be particularly hard hit by the negative side effects of 
EU enlargement, and it calls for cross-border projects 
that can create a bridgehead for investment activity there. 


Thirty-seventh Annual 
Shevchenko Lecture 


Multiculturalism in Canada: 
What Was Intended and 
What Has It Become? 


Speaker: Orest M. Kruhlak 
Former Director, Multiculturalism Program, 
Department of the Secretary of State 


Friday, 14 March, 7:30 p.m. 


Education North, 2-115 
University of Alberta 


Orest Kruhlak held high-level positions in departments and 
programs of the federal and Alberta provincial governments 
responsible for heritage, culture, and multiculturalism from 

the early 1970s until his recent retirement from public service. 
He thus had an insider's view of the origins and evolution of 

multiculturalism from its foundation until 2002. His most 
recent position was Regional Executive Director, Western 

Region, Department of Canadian Heritage. 


Sponsored by: 
The Ukrainian Professional and Business Club, Edmonton 
The Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, 
University of Alberta 


For further information, please contact 
the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies: 
(780) 492-2972; e-mail: cius@ualberta.ca 


КІУС 
CIUS 


12 
Ukraine wants return to 


high-level contacts with 
U.S., ambassador says 


(Eastern Economist)—Ukraine’s Ambassador to the US 
Kostyantyn Hryshchenko spoke about “US-Ukraine Rela- 
tions” in a special presentation hosted by The Washington 
Group, in Washington, D.C. at the Army and Navy Club on 
Feb. 26. 

Thor Kotlarchuk, president of the association of Ukrainian- 
American professionals, introduced Ambassador 
Hryshchenko and thanked him for the outstanding work he 
has accomplished on behalf of US-Ukraine relations since he 
became Ukraine’s Ambassador to the US in February 2000. 

Hryshchenko told the audience there was no question the 
US was a very important partner for Ukraine. The friendship 
between Ukraine and the US has been very consistent since 
Ukraine became independent in 1991, especially when a real 
need arises between the two nations, he said. 

“Tt is unfortunate, due to some very difficult events, that 
the relationship has had its problems recently and there cer- 
tainly have been some lost opportunities,” the Ambassador 
stated. 

“There have been some frank exchanges. What is impor- 
tant is that we be open, face the events, work to get them 
resolved and then see what we can learn from these experi- 
ences.” 

Hryshchenko told The Washington Group it was now time 
to move forward again on a positive front. He said Ukraine 
was currently considering a request from the US to provide a 
special battalion for defense against radioactive, chemical, 
and biological weapons in case of war with Iraq. “There are 
very few such battalions in the world,” he pointed out. 

At the same time, Hryshchenko said Ukraine would like to 
have the question about whether the country sold a Kolchuga 
radar to Iraq resolved. 

“There is no radar that Ukraine is responsible for in Iraq,” 
he stated. 

“We need full clarity on the issue and the question needs to 
be cleared up from our perspective and not let this matter 
cloud our relationship. There were no deliveries there.” 

He added, “We would like to have the US-Ukraine rela- 
tionship return to the normal high level contacts, president to 
president, prime minister to vice president and so on. It im- 
portant to reestablish trust through practical steps.” 

He said he felt it was important to find new ways for each 
country to add value to the relationship. 

“Each country has much more to add. It is important to 
identify and push through new initiatives that produce practi- 
cal results,” he explained. 

“Both countries are committed to a strong, friendly rela- 
tionship. We are working on new strategies, new ways to move 
forward that produce real results for both countries.” 


First group of Ukrainians leaves Iraq 
(RFE/RL)—A group of 41 Ukrainian specialists working in 
Iraq under Russian-Iraqi contracts on oil-production projects 
took a chartered airliner from Baghdad to Moscow on Feb. 
26, Ukrainian and international news agencies reported. The 
Ukrainian Foreign Ministry said the evacuation of the next 
group of Ukrainians from Iraq will depend on developments 
there. 


Paper says Ukraine sold Iraq engines 
(Eastern Economist)—In covering a report which alleges the 
British government is promoting arms sales to nations with 
poor human rights records because these countries are useful 
allies in the fight against terrorism, The Guardian newspaper 
claimed that 380 rocket engines recently smuggled into Iraq 
came from Ukraine. The paper reported these engines were 
intended for the Samoud-2 missile, which is now the focus of 
a dispute between Baghdad and UN weapons inspectors. 


FATF may strike Ukraine from list 


(Eastern Economist)—FATF may remove Ukraine from its 
list of Non-Cooperative Countries and Territories during its 
December session after Ukraine successfully demonstrates 

_~ implementation of its money laundering legislation said NBU 
Governor Serhiy Tyhipko, Feb. 27. He said the NBU had de- 
signed a plan of measures to meet FATF demands, which was 
presented to international financial organizations. He stressed 
the NBU and commercial banks had to be absolutely ready to 
implement such legislation, which becomes effective on June 
10. 


Ukraine, US to cooperate on floods 


(Public Radio)—Ukraine’s cabinet has approved the memo- 
randum between the US and Ukraine governments on coop- 
eration to ward off floods in the Zakarpattia Oblast. To pre- 
vent floods, automated hydrometeorological stations hooked 
up by satellite communications will be installed. In line with 
Ukrainie’s government decision of Feb. 24, head of the State 
Committee for Water Reserves Viktor КПогеу has been au- 
thorized to sign the memorandum and make minor amend- 
ments and changes, if need be. 
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Apres Kuchma, a Іа Kuchma 


President has a five-pronged strategy to take Ukraine to the 
post-Kuchma era — and to take him to a secure retirement 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Transitions on Line)—Ten months ago, the Ukrainian op- 
position emerged from parliamentary elections with a major- 
ity of votes. But since then, the opposition has found itself 
kept at arm’s length from power by a shifting grouping of 
pro-presidential forces, while the Ukrainian parliament, the 
Rada, has been unstable and under threat from an increas- 
ingly aggressive executive formed by supporters of President 
Leonid Kuchma. 

It has been a period in which the country and the Rada 
have, in effect, been held hostage by President Leonid 
Kuchma. The president, discredited at home and abroad since 
November 2000 by the “Kuchmagate” tapes, is now concen- 
trating on how to gain immunity after the constitution forces 
him to retire in October 2004. But how to gain immunity and 
how much chance does he have of succeeding? 

The problems Kuchma faces come down to the division of 
Ukrainian politics into two camps and their own internal di- 
visions. The ideologically driven parties on the left (the Com- 
munist and Socialists) and right (Our Ukraine and Yulia 
Tymoshenko) — who to varying degrees oppose the execu- 
tive — won a majority in the popular vote but, after constitu- 
ency elections were added, fell short of a majority of seats. 

The backers of the executive lie between the left and the 
right. They term themselves “centrists,” but this is a misno- 
mer for parties devoid of ideology who provide an umbrella 
— or, kryshy (roofs) — for business and regional groups. 
They are, in more than one sense, the “parties of power.” They 
were trounced in the nationwide vote — the pro-Kuchma bloc 
For a United Ukraine (ZYU) and the Social Democratic United 
Party (SDPUo) attracted just 18 percent of the vote in the 
proportional half of the elections — but allied “independent” 
candidates won most seats in constituency elections. 

The elections may have been inconclusive but did indicate 
an upturn in the fortunes of the anti-Kuchma camp. More- 
over, immediately after the elections the ZYU disintegrated 
into seven factions within parliament. Yet eleven months later, 
the anti-Kuchma camp’s influence on policy and the political 
climate effectively remains much as it was before the elec- 
tions. The reason lies in the five-pronged strategy adopted by 
the executive to control the transition to the post-Kuchma 
era. 

The first step of the pro-Kuchma forces was a classic move: 
They targeted the seats of power and placed their own offi- 
cials there. In May 2002, the head of the presidential admin- 
istration, Volodymyr Lytvyn, was elected by only one more 
vote than was required to be Rada speaker, a position that 
gives him the power to determine the parliamentary agenda. 
Lytvyn had headed the ZYU bloc, which came third in the 
proportional lists with only 11.8 percent of the votes. On the 
economic front, the National Bank — in December, after some 
irregular voting procedures — went to Serhiy Tyhipko from 
the Dnipropetrovsk clan, Labour Ukraine. 

The second step in the strategy has been to remove any 
independent editorial policy on television. In the summer, the 
presidential administration’s Information Policy directorate, 
headed by Serhiy Vasiliev, began a two-step policy. On the 
home front, it sent unsigned and unsourced instructions to 
television stations outlining what they should cover and what 
they should ignore. The opposition have since been effec- 
tively shut out of television. On the international front, in a 
step out of George Orwell’s 1984 Vasiliev began compiling 
weekly reports of “criticism” of Kuchma in the media, send- 
ing these to the Council of Europe to prove that censorship 
does not exist in Ukraine. At the same time, Vasiliev began 
cultivating the Ukrainian Diaspora media in a move reminis- 
cent of Orwell’s Ministry of Truth by asking it to reprint his 
digest suitably entitled “Good News from Ukraine.” 

A third element of the campaign has been divide and con- 
quer the opposition. Kuchma has tried to divide the left and 
right wings of the opposition by playing on the unwilling- 
ness of many national democrats in Our Ukraine to have any- 
thing to do with the Communists, who in had in April 2001 
voted with the ‘centrists’ to remove the government headed 
by Viktor Yushchenko. 

There have also been attempts to reduce support for the 
national democrats in the west and for the Communists in the 
east. In the west this tactic aims to drive a wedge between the 
two parts of the right-wing opposition, Yushchenko’s Our 
Ukraine and the radical populist Tymoshenko, deputy prime 
minister between 1999 and 2001 in the Yushchenko govern- 
ment. In mid-February, for example, more than two million 
false Our Ukraine leaflets were circulated in western Ukraine, 
a Yushchenko powerbase, claiming that Tymoshenko’s real 
aim now is to prevent Yushchenko’s election to the presi- 
dency. Who was behind it is of course unknown, but the fin- 
gers point to the president’s administration. In the east, the 
executive is repeating a tactic already used by Kuchma in the 

1994 elections, cozying up to Russia and integrating more 
with the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), the clos- 
est thing to the Soviet Union that now exists. In January, 
Kuchma became the first non-Russian to be elected to chair 


the CIS Council of Heads of State, and in February unveiled 
plans to revive the moribund CIS (by, for example, creating a 
CIS free-trade zone). 

Both of these regionally focused campaigns have been 
coupled with greater surveillance of the opposition since the 
mass anti-Kuchma protests in March 2001 and September 
2002, with the pressure also being felt by student and opposi- 
tion activists and even priests. Meanwhile, the authorities 
continue to try and press “corruption” charges against 
Tymoshenko. These are not spontaneous steps by local ad- 
ministrations or the judiciary: Documents leaked in late 2002 
showed the Interior Ministry instructing local state adminis- 
trations and security on steps to be taken against the opposi- 
tion. 

In these areas it has scored successes. However, the battle 
over the next year and a half may well be won and lost on the 
success of two other tactics adopted by pro-Kuchma forces. 
One is its strategy of transforming Ukraine into a parliamen- 
tary-presidential republic, moving from the semi-presiden- 
tial system that Ukraine has operated under since June 1996. 
This change, on the face of it, increases the level of democ- 
racy in the country. This is the system used, for example, in 
most countries in Central and Eastern Europe. It is the oppo- 
site of system elsewhere in the CIS, where a super-presiden- 
tial system is the rule (Moldova is the other exception). 

But why the sudden enthusiasm for political reform from a 
group not seen as stalwart defenders of democracy? Indeed, 
Kuchma tried to force through a return to a super-presiden- 
tial system in a referendum in April 2000, and just last year 
— in the election campaign — the ‘centrist? ZYU backed 
Kuchma’s aim. 

There are two reasons for the new-found enthusiasm for 
political reform. The first, as Deputy Prime Minister Dmytro 
Tabachnyk admitted to a U.S. official late last year, is to en- 
sure that even if Yushchenko were to win the presidential 
elections in 2004 he would have little executive power, as 
most powers would by then have been transferred to a Rada 
controlled by Lytvyn and his pro-presidential majority. The 
second is to divide the opposition as the Communists’ 60 and 
the Socialists’ 20 deputies might be tempted to back the “cen- 
trists.” Those votes would be vital: The “centrists” command 
230 votes but need 300 to force through constitutional 
changes. 

This highlights the fifth strategic goal of the centrists: to 
form a majority in the Rada without Viktor Yushchenko’s Our 
Ukraine, a majority that will stick together. After the 2002 
elections, the imminent creation of a pro-presidential major- 
ity was announced on many occasions, but internal contra- 
dictions and hostilities in the pro-presidential camp prevented 
it from crystallizing. Indeed, the tensions prevented a new 
post-election government from being formed until Novem- 
ber, when the prime minister became Viktor Yanukovych, for- 
merly the governor of the Donetsk region and a close associ- 
ate of a group of regional magnates known as the Donetsk 
clan. As prime minister, he is now best-placed for victory in 
the presidential elections. The tensions within parliament were 
finally overcome sufficiently to form a majority in Decem- 
ber — only to break up after one week, when the SDPUo 
began claiming that it had been “betrayed” by other “cen- 
trist” factions. SDPUo faction leader and former President 
Leonid Kravchuk was particularly vicious about Lytvyn, who 
in turn (like the Donetsk clan and, in passing, Yushchenko) 
dislike the Kyiv clan that dominates the SDPUo. 

Still, the pro-presidential forces could command a major- 
ity — if only on paper and if only thanks to 32 deputies who 
left opposition ranks last year after pressure from various law- 
enforcement bodies. The pressure — which included threats 
by the tax offices to close down the businesses of people who 
all happened to support the opposition — has been such that 
even the pro-presidential Agrarian Party admitted that "пр- 
holding the constitution and respective legislation remains a 
serious problem for the state law enforcement organs.” In a 
poll conducted to coincide with a specially convened com- 
mission to look into the charges, 67.7 percent of parliamen- 
tarians said they believed that the law-enforcement bodies 
had infringed on their rights as deputies. 

The question is when, if ever, the majority might move 
from paper to reality. If forming a lasting majority seems to 
be impossible at present, a majority might form on ап ad пос 
basis, to pass particular laws. This could be the case with the 
draft law currently before the Rada granting Kuchma immu- 
nity from prosecution after he steps down in 2004. 

Ideologically amorphous and dominated by businessmen 
who feel that Rada work is secondary (since 1990, they have 
had the worst record of parliamentary attendance), the “cen- 
trists” know that if Kuchma does not receive immunity then 
they themselves will likely come under threat after he leaves 
office. That should concentrate their minds — and, until their 
minds are concentrated, we can expect to see more pressure 
on the media and opposition, as well as political tinkering. 

Dr. Taras Kuzio is a Resident Fellow at the Centre of Russian 
and East European Studies at the University of Toronto. 
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The Song Will be Among Us 


13 
Husar 1s most trusted hierarch ~ 


(UMC)—The Ukrainian Museum of Canada in 
Saskatoon, on Nov. 17, launched “Pisnja Bude Pomizh 
Nas”, a long awaited collection of Ukrainian Folk 
Songs, compiled by Stanyslaw A. Hawryliw. 

This collection of traditional folk songs is the fulfill- 
ment of a dream that Stanyslaw Hawryliw’s father had 
of publishing a book of Ukrainian songs with music and 
text to leave as a legacy for the future. On his last trip to 
Ukraine in the summer of 2002, Stanyslaw was able to 
see the realization of the dream by father and son. 

Stanyslaw is well known in the education, arts and 
music communities in Saskatoon. During his teaching 
career, he produced several musicals for elementary 
children, wrote and organized Christmas programs, 
taught children to appreciate music, entered choirs into 
Music Festivals and facilitated ukulele in services for 
the Saskatoon School Board. 


Canadian soprano sensation 
to perform with ESO 


(ESO)—On Wednesday, March 26 at 8:00 PM Ca- 
nadian soprano sensation Isabel Bayrakdarian will il- 
luminate the Winspear Centre stage with her glorious 
voice and radiant stage presence. Conductor Raffi Ar- 
menian will lead the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra 
in music by Mozart, and the Canadian premiere of 
Christos Hatzis’ Light from the Cross. Also performed 
that evening will be a selection of arias and Spanish 
songs with Isabel Bayrakdarian’s accompanist, Cana- 
dian-Armenian pianist Serouj Kradjian. 

In March 2002, Isabel Bayrakdarian made her debut 
recording with CBC records: a CD of Armenian litur- 
gical music entitled Joyous Light. In addition, 
Bayrakdarian can be heard on the soundtrack The Lord 
of the Rings — The Twin Towers. Beyond her record- 
ing successes, she made her debut this past December 
at the Metropolitan Opera singing Catherine in Will- 
iam Bolcom’s A View from the Bridge. 

Since winning the Metropolitan Opera Competition 
in 1997, and many others since then, Isabel 
Bayrakdarian has become one of the hottest young so- 
pranos in demand today with scheduling reaching into 
2007. Bayrakdarian’s most recent triumph is first prize 
in Placido Domingo’s Operalia 2000 Competition. She 
has also earned a Gemini nomination for her recording 
of Villa-Lobos’ Bachianas Brasilieras No. 5 for CBC 
Television. 

Born to Armenian parents in Lebanon, Isabel 
Bayrakdarian moved to Canada with her family when 
she was 15. She entered the University of Toronto two 
years later, where she majored in Biomedical Engineer- 
ing before embarking on a musical career. Once every 
other week she took voice lessons, believing that mu- 
sic would be her hobby. In her final year at university 
she took two weeks off from her academic studies to 
enter the Metropolitan Opera National Council Audi- 
tions. After winning, she returned to Toronto and com- 
pleted her engineering degree, graduating with honours 
at age 22. 

Isabel Bayrakdarian will be able to showcase her tal- 
ents in a unique musical experience by performing half 
the concert as recital, (piano and voice), and half with 
the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra. The ESO has the 

privilege of performing the Canadian premiere of 
Christos Hatzis’ Light from the Cross — a work that 
Bayrakdarian and Maestro Mario Bernardi premiered 
last October at New York’s Lincoln Center. Light from 
the Cross is a work for soprano and orchestra that is 
based on Armenian liturgical hymns of the Holy Week 


Kyiv court to 
reconsider 
TU-154 claims 


(Eastern Economist)—The Pecherskiy District court 
in Kyiv will reconsider a consolidated claim lodged by 
the relatives of the 13 crew members and passengers 
killed in the crash of the TU-154 that was shot down 
by a Ukrainian S-200 missile in 2001 over the Black 
Sea. 

Under various pretexts, Ukraine has so far refused 
to pay compensation to the relatives in violation of in- 
ternational practice say lawyers of the families. 

The TU-154 was shot down on Oct. 4, 2001 by a S- 
200 missile launched during Ukrainian military exer- 
cises. 

As а result, 78 people were killed including 66 pas- 
sengers, mostly from Israel, and 12 crew members. 


Together with his wife Patricia, he pursued his mu- 
sical interests by participating in productions with Sum- 
mer Players and the Saskatoon Opera Society, by sing- 
ing with the Quance Education Chorus, Superannuated 
Teacher’s Chorus, Saskatoon Choral Society and the 
church choir of the Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral of 
the Holy Trinity. He sat on the music selection com- 
mittee for Konkurs as well as on the boards of Ukrai- 
nian Organizations. He is currently the Artistic Direc- 
tor of the “Dibrova Folk Ensemble”. The Ukrainian 
community is very proud of this most valuable and trea- 
sured new collection of Ukrainian folk songs. 

Stanyslaw Hawryliw’s life has been a testament of 
the very title of his recently released collation “Pisnja 
Bude Pomizh Nas — The Song will be Among Us”. 

For further information, Stan can be contacted at 1- 
306-652-3178 or e-mail:<pa.st@sasktel.net> 


and is dedicated to Isabel Bayrakdarian. 

Canadian conductor Raffi Armenian became Direc- 
tor of Orchestral Studies at the University of Toronto 
in 1999, a similar position he continues to hold at 
Montreal’s Conservatoire do Musique. He studied pi- 
ano, conducting and composition in Vienna. His first 
conducting engagements were with the Atlantic Sym- 
phony in Nova Scotia. Soon after he was appointed 
Music Director of the Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony, 
a post he held for 22 years. 

Canadian-Armenian pianist Serouj Kradjian has a 
versatile concert career throughout Europe, Asia, North 
and South America. Born in Beirut in 1973, he began 
his studies at the age of five and by the age of seven, he 
won the National Competition for Young Musicians. 
At 14 he was given a scholarship to study in Vienna. In 
1994 he graduated from the University of Toronto with 
a Bachelor of Arts in Piano Performance studying with 
Marietta Orlov. In 1997 he graduated at the Hochschule 
fiir Musik und Theater in Hanover and obtained the 
Solistenklass degree in 2001. Serouj Kradjian is cur- 
tently Professor for Piano and Chamber Music in 
Escuela Superior in Madrid, Spain. He is also Assis- 
tant Professor in Hochschule fiir Musik und Theater. 

The Canada Council for the Arts has provided sup- 
port, encouragement and essential funding to Canadian 
artists and arts organizations since its establishment in 
1957. Before the Canada Council was created, there 
was no agency from which Canadian artists and arts 
organizations could obtain funding for their creative 
endeavours. There were only a handful of professional 
orchestras, dance, opera and theatre companies, few 
Canadian books and films. Today, the arts have a ma- 
jor economic and social impact on our communities 
and our quality of live, and Canadian artists and arts 
organizations are making a name for themselves both 
at home and internationally. Public funding — through 
such agencies as the Canada Council for the Arts and 
its provincial, territorial and municipal counterparts — 
has provided impetus for this extraordinary growth and 
success. We are pleased to salute the Canada Council 
for the Arts during this, its 45" year of support for the 
arts! 

Tickets for Isabel Bayrakdarian start at $20.00. To 
purchase, call the Winspear Centre Box Office at 
428.1414, 1.800.563.5081 or order on line at 
www.edmontonsymphony.com. Tickets to a special 
post reception to meet Isabel and celebrate the Canada 
Council are available for an extra $40.00. 


Did former prosecutor 
seek to close 
Gongadze case? 


(RFE/RL)—The Verkhovna Rada on March 4 asked 
Prosecutor-General Svyatoslav Piskun to investigate 
whether his predecessor, Mykhaylo Potebenko, abused 
his position and asked the Ukrainian Security Service 
(SBU) to close its investigation into the presumed Sep- 
tember 2000 death of journalist Heorhiy Gongadze, 
UNIAN reported. 

The motion follows a Piskun interview in the Feb. 
28 issue of the “2000” weekly in which he said 
Potebenko, while serving as prosecutor-general, sent a 
letter to former SBU Chairman Leonid Derkach order- 
ing him to halt the investigation into Gongadze’s dis- 
appearance and presumed death. Piskun claimed he has 
obtained the letter. 


(RISU.org.ua)—Ukrainian TV channel “1+1” announced on Feb. 26 that 
Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, 
is rated the most trusted hierarch among all the confessions in Ukraine. 
Cardinal Husar turned 70 that day and was awarded by President Leonid 
Kuchma with the order of Yaroslav the Wise for his significant contribu- 
tion towards the restoration of spirituality, consolidation of the ideas of 
mercy and accord in society, and long-time fruitful religious work. 


NEW 
"Pisnja Bude 


Pomizh Nas" 


A Collection of 136 Popular Ukrainian 
Folk Songs with Notes and Text 
Compiled by Stan Hawryliw 
Categories include: Patriotic songs, 
Songs of the Freedom Fighters, Kozak 
Songs, Love Songs, Humorous Songs, 
Kolomeyky and others 


Price: $15.00; Coil Bound: $17.50 


For copies call (306) 652-3178 
Email: pa.st@sasktel.net 


Flicna 
Буде 
Поміж, Нас 


a 


є 
a 
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in performance with the ESO 
Celebrating the Canada Council 


March 26th, 8pm 
Winspear Centre 


Enjay a sensational evening with 
Canada’s rising vocal stat. Lighting up 
stages around the world and featured 

on major movie soundtracks, the 

evening will include the Canadian 
premiere of Christos Hatzis’ Light From 
The Cross, as well as selections by 
Mozart, Vivaldi and Granados. 


Winspear Centre 
Box Office: 428-1414 
wiew.edmontonsymphany.com 
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БУДЬМО в КОНТАКТІ! 


То date, 2003, Olga has 345 medals in б years. 


Ukrainian Canadian stands 
tall as senior athlete 


By Marjorie Roberts 

Who said, “All That Glitters Is Not Gold?” We have quite a number of 
successful senior athletes in our community, and our Olga Kotelko stands 
tall amongst them. 

84-year-old Olga taught school in Saskatchewan and B.C. for more than 
half a lifetime. Raising two children, teaching school, attending UBC nights 
and working summers didn’t allow time for athletics, except for baseball 
with her students. Olga always encouraged her students to practice athlet- 
ics and to participate in “Field Days’. 

When she-retired, reading and gardening didn’t fill her life. “New goals 
must be set!” In her own inimitable style she joined West Vancouver Se- 
nior Centre and signed up for bowling, ramblers, aqua-size, line dancing, 
fitness, painting and tackled the game of bridge. She went from this to 
Seniors Slow-Pitch and on to Seniors Games as an observer. “I can do 
that”, she thought, watching Track and Field events. Olga borrowed li- 
brary books on “How To’s” — elicited some help from local High School 
Phys. Ed. Teachers, began practicing discus, shot put, javelin, etc. Olga 
says her friend and trainer, Barb Vida, inspires and encourages her at ev- 
ery turn. 

At 77, she signed up for the Games and began her “Winning Streak!” 
The next year she was in Tucson, Arizona, carrying our Canadian Flag in 
the National Sr. Sports Classic. Her number was 777. She won her first 
gold with that ‘777’ pinned on her back. 

In 798 she earned gold medals in Saskatoon, her old stomping ground 
amidst cheers of family and friends. In ’99 she was 80 and “I was hot” she 
said, excelling in 10 events, breaking B.C., Canadian, and World Records. 
At the 13th World Masters in England she again broke the World Record 
on High Jump and Weight Pentathlon. 

In 2003 she heads for Puerto Rico — 2005 Spain. 

When asked advice, she humbly said, “my goal is ‘Being my Best — a 
healthy lifestyle, accept new challenges. Be positive and happy! Do I think 
“older is better?’ Yes! Be your best today!” 

Olga has done many motivational presentations for varied age groups 
and is always willing to bring along some of her 300+ gold medals — and 
yes, they ‘glitter’ and so does Golden Girl Olga. 

Olga has always been very active in the Ukrainian community practic- 
ing and promoting the cultural and spiritual traditions and customs ac- 
cording the Ukrainian Catholic Church. She has been a member of the 
U.C.W.L.C. since 1955 in New Westminster, B.C. and had served many 
years on the Branch, Eparchial and National Executives as President, Vice- 
President, recording and Correspondence Secretary, Convener, etc. She 
had contributed to the Conventions and Congresses in numerous ways. 


Briefly | 


- - Pozdnyakova wins marathon 

Tatyana Pozdnyakova, a 47-year-old Ukrainian, won the women’s divi- 
sion of the Los Angeles Marathon March 2, reports the Associated Press. 
Pozdnyakova, who finished in 2:29:40, veered to the side at the end of the 
marathon and did not break the tape at the finish line. Officials made her 
go back and cross through it. “Running is the best way to stay young,” she 
said. Lioudmila Kortchaguina of Russia led for parts of the closing miles 
but settled for second place with a time of 2:30:18. Zivile Balciunaite of 
Lithuania finished third. 


Computer wins first game vs. Ukrainian 

(Eastern Economist)—Chess Grand Master and Ukraine’s number three 
player, Volodymyr Baklan, lost the first-ever Ukrainian vs. computer chess 
match at the Avangard Chess Club, Feb. 24. The fast game series ended 
5:0 in favor of the computer program Fritz 8, which took advantage of an 
Intel Pentium 4 processor on a DiaWest system. DiaWest Director Anatoliy 
Baliuk noted the program had an edge from the very beginning as a timed 
game always favored the machine. 
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Italy defeats Ukraine for 
futsal championship 


(UEFA)—Italy clinched the European futsal title, 
beating Ukraine 1-0 in the final of the competition 
thanks to a goal from Vinicius Bacaro, Feb. 24. 

The elegant left-footed player had threatened to score 
all night with a host of efforts from seemingly every 
angle. However, with just over ten minutes left the 
Lazio C/5 player came up with the goal Alessandro 
Nuccorini’s youthful side’s attacking play deserved. 

The chance came about after the blond-haired Edgar 
Bertoni was fouled by Georgiy Melnikov 12 metres 
out in a central position. Andrea Vicentini stood over 
the ball for the free-kick but ran past at the last minute, 
leaving Bacaro to step up and shoot low to the 
goalkeeper’s left. 

The goal was greeted with wild celebrations among 
the 6,000 fans gathered at Palamaggio in Caserta. Ital- 
ian goalkeeper Gianfranco Angelini, as much of a hero 
as any of the outfield players, even joined Bacaro for a 
dance of delight in the centre circle. Ukraine, beaten 
finalists in the 2001 championship, had failed again at 
the last hurdle. Italy, meanwhile, had won all five of 
their games conceding just three goals in the process. 

The match was played in an electric atmosphere fol- 
lowing a rousing rendition of both national anthems. 
Ukraine had seemed in confident mood at the begin- 
ning, and kept possession for nearly a minute from the 
kick-off culminating in an Igor Moskvychovy shot. How- 
ever, such opportunities were to prove few and far be- 
tween. 

Italy were soon in the game with Bacaro the first to 
try his luck, indicative of his shoot-on-sight policy 
throughout this eight-team tournament played in 
Caserta and Aversa, near Napoli. Ukraine were adopt- 
ing a unique approach, with regular line changes of 
four players at time, but it perhaps cost them momen- 
tum in the game. 

While Marcio Moratelli and Edgar Bertoni saw bril- 
liant efforts tipped to safety by Vladyslav Kornyeyev, 
Ukraine were struggling to find any openings. Bacaro 
also had his moments but competition top scorer with 
seven goals, Serhiy Koridze seemed unable to get open 
at any time for the eastern Europeans. 

However, Gennady Lysenchuk’s men will have been 
delighted to reach the interval with the scores level. 
The Mexican wave and incessant drum beat that filled 
the arena during half-time suggested his team would 
face a difficult atmosphere in the second period. When- 
ever Ukraine got the ball, loud whistles filled the air, 
making it hard for passes to find their target and play- 
ers to relax on the ball. 

As in the 2-1 semi-final defeat of former champions 
Spain, Italy captain Salvatore Zaffiro was in inspira- 
tional form. The Italians worked hard to deny the Ukrai- 
nians the space their counterattacking game relies on 
while the pressure of the situation saw them unusually 
concede possession. 

Koridze, always a willing player, could have equal- 
ized seconds after Bacaro’s goal but found Angelini in 
his way as he shaped to shoot from inside the penalty 
area. Koridze was getting more time in the action as 
time ticked away as was Melnikov as a fifth attacker 
for Kornyeyev. It led to a chance for Ukraine captain 
Olexandr Kosenko but again Angelini was in the way. 

With the goal empty and just 59 seconds to go, Carlos 
Montovanelli could have made sure but, to the agony 
of most of the crowd, his lofted shot went just wide. It 
did not matter though, with Bacaro’s goal proving 
enough to allow Italy to follow in the footsteps of Rus- 

sia in 1999 and Spain in 2001. 

Two days earlier, Ukraine brushed aside the Czech 


Sports 


Republic with a strong second-half display to set up 
the final showdown with Italy. 

It was an impressive evening’s work for Lysenchuk’s 
men. After a disjointed first half that suggested both 
sides were suffering from the thought of what was at 
stake, Ukraine put their heads down in the second pe- 
riod and clinched their second UEFA European Futsal 
Championship final appearance in a row. 

Lysenchuk said: “I am proud of the whole team and 
the whole team worked for each other.” He added: We 
know it will be a very hard game against Italy, the Ital- 
ian team is very good: They will have a 6,000 crowd 
supporting them so it will be very difficult.” 

Moskvychovy took the game away from the talented 
Czechs with two goals in four minutes early in the sec- 
ond half. Both came when the influential Koridze was 
off the pitch, a reminder that the Ukrainians are far more 
than just a one-man team. 

The Czechs could have scored in the first minute of 
the match. Martin Dlouh had two good opportunities, 
the second of which was a rasping drive that cannoned 
against the crossbar. The Czechs have shown in the com- 
petition that they possess a winning combination of cre- 
ativity and physical strength. Both traits were then seen 
when Vit Blazej hit the left-hand post after a sweeping 
Czech counterattack. 

But it was Ukraine who broke the deadlock when 
captain Olexandr Kosenko scored in the sixth minute 
with his fifth goal of the tournament after Moskvychov’s 
shot was saved by Jan Klima. Lysenchuk was happy to 
rotate his. players quite frequently, with Koridze get- 
ting plenty of match time interspersed by a minute or 
two on the sidelines. He was always a threat, forcing 
Klima into a tremendous one-handed save midway 
through the half. 

Dlouh remained the Czechs best outlet, and went 
close again when given a clear run after Kosenko lost 
the ball in midfield. As the Czech No7 bore down on 
goal, Мадузіау Kornyeyev raced out to the edge of his 
area to clear. Michal Striz’s men were growing in con- 
fidence and finally found the net in the 15th minute. 
Blazej took the glory by following up a parried shot by 
Roman Musial. 

The Czechs were naturally buoyed by the goal but 
Dlouh was to be denied once more two minutes later. 
Roman Mares cleverly set him free, but the resulting 
shot was well saved. It was to be the last word from 
Striz’s team. 

In the 23rd minute, Moskvychov left Daniel Rajnoch 
and Tomas Sluka in his wake after cutting in from the 
left-hand side. As Klima rushed out, Moskvychov lifted 
the ball neatly into the net. A small but noisy band of 
fans tried to lift the Czechs, but were silenced when 
Moskvychoy volleyed in his second in the 26th from 
Kosenko’s lofted pass. 

‘ The Czechs were attacking only sporadically now and 
it seemed a question of how many for Ukraine. Koridze 
seemed to be having an off night in front of goal but 
showed his commitment to the team by tracking back 
to dispossess Roman Mars in the 35th minute. It led to 
a swift counter, which Fedir Pylypiv finished off. 

Koridze, who spent large portions of the match lin- 
gering on the edge of the opposition penalty area, fi- 
nally got his goal in the 38th minute. Another great ball 
from Kosenko teed the orange-shoed forward up and 
he slammed the ball home. 


Klitschko sues WBC over Lewis fight 


Heavyweight contender Vitali Klitschko filed suit 
Feb. 20 against the World Boxing Council in an effort 
to force Lennox Lewis to let him fight for the heavy- 
weight title, reports the Associated Press. 

Klitschko’s suit claims the WBC is violating its own 
rules by refusing to order Lewis, the WBC champion, 
to fight him. 

Klitschko, the WBC’s No. 1-ranked contender, 
claims in the lawsuit that Lewis has to fight him by 
June 8 if the WBC rules for mandatory title defenses 
are followed. 

Lewis had been negotiating a fight with Klitschko, 
but dropped plans for the bout last month and an- 
nounced that he would likely fight a rematch against 
Mike Tyson in June instead. 

But, after eliminating fellow American Clifford 
Etienne in Memphis, Tyson said he has better things to 
do with his time than trade punches with Lewis. 

“T like doing other things. I like getting high,” Tyson 


said. “I like being with my kids. I want to do what I 
want to do,” reported Agence France Presse. 

Lewis stopped Tyson in the eighth round here last 
June and delayed booking another fight to see how 
Tyson fared against Etienne. Tyson was impressive but 
said he wanted more tuneup fights before another title 
bout with Lewis. 

“JT am not ready to fight Lennox Lewis,” Tyson said. 
“T’m not interested in getting beat up again.” 

Attorneys for Klitschko filed their suit in federal court 
in Las Vegas, asking for damages and for an injunction 
that would force Lewis to negotiate a fight. No court 
date was immediately set. Under WBC rules, champi- 
ons must defend against the top-ranked or most worthy 
opponent at least once a year. 

Klitschko is the brother of Wladimir Klitschko, who 
holds the fringe WBO version of the heavyweight title. 
The brothers are from Ukraine but now live in Ger- 
many, where they are hugely popular. 
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Kyiv re-exports Turkmen [Privatization chief resigns 
natural gas to Europe 


By Michael Lelyveld 

(RFE/RL)—Rising amounts of gas from 
Turkmenistan are reaching European markets for the 
first time in years as Ukraine resells supplies it cannot 
use. 

In Ashgabat Feb. 20, Yuriy Boiko, head of the Ukrai- 
nian petroleum company Naftogaz Ukrayiny, said the 
firm sold 6 billion cubic meters of Turkmen gas to 
European countries in 2002. Boiko said the re-exports 
went to Romania, Germany, and Poland, ITAR-TASS 
reported. More sales are planned to Great Britain this 
year “at a large amount,” he said. 

Although the volumes are still modest by European 
standards, they accounted for one-seventh of 
Turkmenistan’s gas exports of 41 billion cubic meters 
last year. For the Central Asian nation, with its large 
but landlocked reserves, the sales also represent the first 
return to the European market since the early 1990s, 
when Russia blocked access to former Soviet pipelines 
and claimed the business for itself. 

The prospect of selling Turkmen gas to Great Brit- 
ain is remarkable, given the distance of more than 4,000 
kilometers to the market. But the evolution of the new 
trade may be all the more notable because Turkmenistan 
seems to have little or no role in how it came about. 

After complaining repeatedly in the 1990s about the 
Russian cutoff, Turkmenistan has now become a gas 
source for European countries, virtually without the ef- 
fort of marketing or arranging tariffs and transit deals. 

The arrangement may actually be preferable for Eu- 
ropean importers, because Turkmenistan’s autocratic 
President Saparmurat Niyazov has been famously dif- 
ficult to negotiate with. Russia has been trying to settle 
a long-term price deal on supplies with him for nearly 
three years. 

But Ukraine has had more success after having been 
thrown together with Turkmenistan in a match first 
engineered by Russia. In order to reduce Ukraine’s 
dependence on Russian gas supplies, Moscow chan- 
neled Kyiv’s demand toward Ashgabat as an alternate 
source several years ago. 

The strategy helped to keep Turkmen gas out of the 
profitable European markets that Russia reserved for 
itself. At the same time, Russia’s gas monopoly 
Gazprom hoped it would curb Ukraine’s habit of di- 
verting Russian gas from transit lines on its way to 
Europe and running up huge unpaid debts. In 2001, 
Turkmenistan signed an agreement to supply Ukraine 
with 250 billion cubic meters of gas through 2006. 

Despite periodic frictions over nonpayment, the 
Turkmen-Ukraine link has endured. Niyazov has been 
forgiving about two tiers of Ukrainian gas debts from 


1993 and 1999, running into the hundreds of millions 
of dollars. He has also allowed Ukraine to pay for half 
its current gas deliveries in goods and services, reduc- 
ing its costs from the quoted rate of US$44 per thou- 
sand cubic meters. 

Over time, Russia has also eased its conflict with 
Ukraine over the transit lines to Europe. Plans for an 
international consortium to manage the lines have tried 
to finesse the issue of whether Russia will eventually 
gain control. Ukraine’s diversions have stopped. 

But Boiko’s statement about Turkmen gas sales in 
Europe may be a measure of how much has actually 
changed. Three years ago, Moscow exploded with an- 
ger when it discovered that Ukrainian traders were sell- 
ing gas in the European spot market while the country 
was still diverting Russia’s gas from the transit lines. 
The practice undercut Gazprom sales because Ukraine 
was selling at a lower price. 

After the blowup, an agreement strictly limited the 
amount of gas that Ukraine could resell. But this week, 
Boiko spoke openly about the Turkmen re-exports, 
which seem to be far above the agreed limits. 

One reason for the reduced tension is that Ukraine’s 
gas consumption has been falling for the past two years 
following payment reforms first instituted by former 
Deputy Prime Minister Yuliya Tymoshenko, now a 
leader of the opposition to President Leonid Kuchma. 
While Ukraine’s economy has recorded strong growth, 
its gas consumption dropped 4 percent in 2001 and 
another 2 percent last year. 

The reductions have left Ukraine with a surplus, while 
contracted imports continue from Turkmenistan along 
with gas collected from Russia as a transit fee, in addi- 
tion to purchased imports. Boiko argued that the resale 
of Turkmen gas in Europe is helping it pay for its pur- 
chases. Although Boiko did not quote figures, Euro- 
pean gas prices are about twice as much as Ukraine’s 
costs. 

So far, no one has complained about the profitable 
practice, although Russia is still likely to dominate the 
region’s European gas trade. Turkmen gas can only 
reach Ukraine through Russia, allowing Moscow to stop 
it whenever it wants. Gazprom has also formed a joint 
venture with Kazakhstan to export its gas to Europe 
and has been negotiating with countries, including Great 
Britain, Interfax reported in December. 

The developments suggest that there may be better 
prospects for Central Asian gas exports to Europe over 
the long term. 


Ukrainian competition means lower 
wheat prices for Canadian farmers 


(Eastern Economist)—More production and compe- 
tition will mean lower prices for Canadian wheat farm- 
ers in 2003-2004, delegates to the annual Grain World 
Conference of the Canadian Wheat Board heard Feb. 
25, reported the Financial Post. 

A part of that increased competition comes from 
Ukraine, a “new” player which is actually one of the 
oldest, said Ukrainian Presidential Advisor on Agri- 
cultural Affairs Leonid Kozachenko, who made a pre- 
sentation on his country’s plans for the future. 

“One hundred and fifty years ago, Ukraine was the 
breadbasket of Europe,” he said in an interview with 
the paper. 

“We were delivering almost 40% of grain exports all 
over the world.” Kozachenko said the world could ex- 
pect Ukraine would re-emerge as a major player. By 
2005, he said he expected Ukraine’s total annual grain 
exports to hit 15 million tons, most of that in wheat. 


This crop year, the return of Eastern Europe іп a 
big way to the export market had a dampening ef- 
fect on prices that had been climbing sharply. 

In 2002-2003, Russia edged out Canada’s anemic, 
drought-parched 9.7 million tons of wheat exports 
with its more than 10 million tons. But Ukraine also 
slipped into the list of top exporters with its 8.5 mil- 
lion tons, edging out Argentina, which saw produc- 
tion slip sharply. 

Russia, with a much greater domestic demand, isn’t 
expected to maintain it’s position among the world’s 
major exporters, but Kozachenko said he did not see 
why Ukraine could not, wrote the Financial Post. 

“You've got more suppliers competing for lower 
demand, which is certainly setting up to be a more com- 
petitive situation,” said Dwayne Lee, a market analyst 
for the Canadian Wheat Board. 


Polish, Ukrainian employers sign cooperation accord 


(RFE/RL)—The Confederation of Polish Employ- 
ers (KPP) and the Ukrainian Union of Industrialists and 
Entrepreneurs (USPP) concluded an agreement on ex- 
panding economic cooperation between the two coun- 
tries in Warsaw on March 4, PAP reported. 

The document was signed by KPP President Andrzej 
Malinowski and USPP President Anatoliy Kinakh. “Ac- 
cording to various sources, Polish-Ukrainian trade turn- 
over in 2002 amounted to $1-1.5 billion,” Kinakh told 
journalists. 

“We are not satisfied with the present level of eco- 


nomic cooperation between our countries because their 
potentials are much bigger,” he added. Kinakh has said 
bilateral economic cooperation should cover above all 
the food and processing industries, the pharmaceutical 
industry, construction and roads, the steel industry, 
mining and transport, and banking services. 

According to the Polish Economic Ministry, Polish 
investments in Ukraine amounted to US$69.3 million 
at the end of 2001, which constituted just 1.58 percent 
of foreign direct investment in Ukraine. 


(RFE/RL)—Oleksandr Bondar, chairman of the State Property Fund 
(FDM), has tendered his resignation, Interfax reported on March 1, quot- 
ing First Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister Mykola Azarov. 

Azaroy said the government deems the activities of the FDM to have 
been unsatisfactory, adding that the privatization process supervised by 
the fund “has failed to become an instrument for speeding up the economy 
and meeting fiscal objectives.” 

Azarov added that the privatization process in Ukraine has yielded “only” 
6 billion hryvnias (US$1.12 billion) to date. 

Bondar has headed the FDM since October 1998. 


EU reportedly to recognize 
Ukraine as market economy 


(RFE/RL)—European Commission official Timo Hammaren hinted that 
the European Union might recognize Ukraine as a “market economy” later 
this month, ahead of any such concession by United States, Interfax re- 
ported on March 3. 

The move presumably would lead to trade benefits for Ukrainian ex- 
porters. 

Hammaren said the requirements of the EU with respect to “market 
economy” status are different from those of the United States. 

He said the EU might sign the relevant document by the end of March. 
“We promised Ukraine [that we would] give our answer in late March,” 
he said, according to Interfax, adding that there are grounds for Kyiv to 
expect a positive answer. 


Concept of “joint economic 
space” to be ready by July 


(RFE/RL)—Presidential administration deputy chief Anatoliy Orel told 
journalists on Feb. 24 that a “high-level group” will work out a concept of 
joint economic space for Ukraine, Russia, Belarus, and Kazakhstan by 
July, UNIAN reported. 

Orel was referring to a recent statement by the presidents of Ukraine, 
Russia, Belarus, and Kazakhstan on their intention to create such a trade 
bloc. 

According to Orel, the four states are going to sign an accord on the 
creation of such a joint economic area that could involve “liberalization 
of trade, protection of investments, and coordination of competition poli- 
cies” and be based on the principles of the World Trade Organization. 

Meanwhile, Borys Tarasyuk, head of Ukraine’s parliamentary Commit- 
tee for European Integration, said the same day that the statement of the 
four presidents is “yet another initiative without a future.” 


Rail tunnel planned for Kerch 


(Eastern Economist)—Russia and Ukraine will build a railway tunnel 
under the Kerch strait, linking the Black and Azovy seas, reported RIA- 
Novosti, Feb. 20. 

The tunnel’s annual throughput capacity will be 15 million passengers 
and 150 million tons of cargo. 

The 15 kilometer-long tunnel will connect sea ports on the Russia and 
Ukrainian shores of the strait. 

In March, the Russian and Ukrainian governments will prepare for sign- 
ing an intergovernmental agreement on the project. 

Named Crimea-Kuban, the tunnel will ensure non-stop cargo and pas- 
senger rail traffic. 

The US$780 million project will recoup expenses by moving Caspian 
oil west. 

The tunnel will be built on credit and will not call for budgetary ex- 
penses from either Russia or Ukraine. 

Construction is slated to begin this summer and may take up to three 
and a half years. 


Briefly 


Government upbeat on economic growth 
(RFE/RL)—First Deputy Premier Mykola Azaroy told a cabinet meeting 
on Feb. 19 that implementation of the government’s economic program 
will allow the economy to grow by 5-6 percent in 2003 and by some 8 
percent in 2004, Interfax reported. Ukrainian GDP grew by 4.1 percent in 
2002. Azarov also said the cabinet and the parliament will strive to adopt 
a Tax Code this year that provides for a gradual reduction of the profit tax 
to 20 percent, value-added tax to 15 percent, and individual income tax to 
20 percent. 


Kuchma reverses NaftoGaz resolution 

(Eastern Economist)—President Leonid Kuchma signed a decree annul- 
ling the Cabinet’s resolution on transferring NaftoGaz Ukrayiny to Fuel 
and Energy Ministry management, reported Deputy Chief-of-Staff Pavlo 
Haidutskiy, March 3. He said the Administration was concerned with 
mounting debts and wages arrears in the branch and a fall in coal extrac- 
tion. He said privatization should improve the state of affairs in the branch. 


NBU currency reserves grow 

(Eastern Economist)—National Bank of Ukraine international liquid cur- 
rency reserves have grown US$245 million or 5.5% since the beginning 
of 2003, and reached a record level of $4.662 billion, reported NBU Gov- 
ernor Serhiy Tyhipko, March 3. He said January and February were the 
most difficult months for growing currency reserves. 


Ву Taras Kuzio, RFE/RL 

Last July, Svyatoslav Piskun replaced Mykhaylo Potebenko 
as Ukraine’s prosecutor-general, and one of the issues he vowed 
to resolve within six months was the death of Ukrainian jour- 
nalist Heorhiy Gongadze. Gongadze was abducted by unknown 
individuals on Sept. 16 2000, and his headless corpse was dis- 
covered in a Kyiv Oblast forest in early November 2000. 

More than six months later, the case remains unresolved. 
Two weeks after Gongadze’s body was discovered, Socialist 
leader Oleksandr Moroz announced in the Ukrainian parlia- 
ment (Verkhovna Rada) that a portion of the tapes allegedly 
made illicitly in President Leonid Kuchma’s office by former 
presidential security guard Mykola Melnychenko included a 
conversation about Gongadze. This was only one fragment of 
the hundreds of hours of tapes apparently made in 1999-2000 
by Melnychenko, who defected to the United States in April 
2001. The Ukrainian government has denied that the tapes are 
authentic. In the taped conversation, Kuchma is apparently 
heard ordering then-Interior Minister Yuriy Kravchenko to deal 
with Gongadze by deportation and violence. Parts of the tapes 
have been authenticated by a U.S. company specializing in 
such recordings. The FBI has also stated that a section per- 
taining to possible arms sales to Iraq is also authentic. 

Because of the interconnection of the “Kuchmagate” tapes 
scandal and the Gongadze case, numerous conspiracy theories 
have emerged. Kuchma and many of his closest allies seem to 
back a theory first put forward by advisers close to Russian 
President Vladimir Putin that the entire Gongadze affair was a 
U.S. plot to replace Kuchma with then-Prime Minister Viktor 
Yushchenko. In November, Deputy Prosecutor-General Viktor 
Shokin supported the view that Gongadze was murdered as 
part of a plot to remove Kuchma from office. 

Others figures in the Ukrainian elite are less convinced that 
the Gongadze affair was a U.S. plot against Kuchma. Former 
presidential administration head and current Verkhovna Rada 
speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn believes it was a domestic opera- 
tion, not one inspired by a foreign intelligence organization. 
His suspicions are close to those of former Verkhovna Rada 
speaker Ivan Plyushch, who has said the Gongadze affair was 
undertaken to remove Yushchenko, not Kuchma, from office. 

Last fall, Shokin put forward the theory that opposition lead- 
ers, including Moroz, were behind Gongadze’s abduction and 
killing. A private telephone conversation on Sept. 10, 2002, 
between former RFE/RL Ukrainian Service Director Roman 
Kupchinsky in Prague and “Ukrayinska pravda” Internet 
newspaper editor Olena Prytula in Kyiv on this topic was 
illegally taped and reprinted on the http://www.kompromat.ru 
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Is Ukraine any nearer the truth on Gongadze killing? 


website. Gongadze was “Ukrayinska pravda” co-editor with 
Prytula. Shokin’s statement, though, might have been a bid 
to discredit the political opposition when mass anti-Kuchma 
rallies were set to begin just four days later on Sept. 16. 

One of the more credible theories about Gongadze’s murder 
that has surfaced repeatedly concems the possible involvement 
of the special Interior Ministry (MVS) Eagles unit. In the por- 
tion of the transcript from the Melnychenko tapes released by 
Moroz to the Verkhovna Rada, then-Interior Minister 
Kravchenko is heard bragging about the brutality of the Eagles. 
In August 2002, the newspaper “Segodnya,” which is linked to 
the then-head of the State Tax Administration (DPA), Mykola 
Азагоу, reported that officers in the MVS’s Organized-Crime 
Directorate had cooperated with criminal gangs to form “death 
squads.” This information was later confirmed by Piskun and 
MVS State Secretary Oleksandr Gapon. Piskun was deputy head 
of the DPA prior to his appointment as prosecutor-general. 

Last August, the Ukrainian authorities denied that these “death 
squads” were the same as Kravchenko’s Eagles. But in De- 
cember, Hryhoriy Omelchenko, chairman of the Verkhovna 
Rada committee investigating Gongadze’s death, announced 
that the Eagles squad was the same as the purported “death 
squads.” Omelchenko added that one line of investigation that 
Piskun is pursuing in the Gongadze case is the possible involve- 
ment of the Eagles. Piskun denied this at the time, but two 
months later, in a February interview with the influential weekly 
“Zerkalo nedeli/Dzerkalo tyzhnya,” Piskun admitted that the 
possible involvement of the Eagles squad was now one of the 
three theories he is investigating in the Gongadze case. 

On Feb. 18, the Verkhovna Rada supported a motion by 121 
deputies to further investigate the Eagles theory after a long 
letter reportedly from MVS officers who remain anonymous 
was published the day before in an abbreviated form by the 
http://www.grani.kiev.ua website, which is linked to Moroz’s 
Socialist Party. A similar leak by MVS officers about alleged 
political murders occurred during the 1999 presidential-elec- 
tion campaign, when the then-anti-Kuchma candidate, Yevhen 
Marchuk, released a video interview with masked people claim- 
ing to be MVS officers who described how they had organized 
the fatal car accident of Rukh leader Vyacheslav Chornovil in 
March 1999. About 10 suspicious car accidents involving op- 
position politicians and members of the ruling elites who have 
run foul of the authorities have occurred in recent years in 
Ukraine. The latest purported MVS letter reinforces the por- 
tion of the Melnychenko tape about Gongadze. It also endorses 
allegations in the 1999 video interview — which has since 
been “lost” by Marchuk after he was co-opted by Kuchma in 
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the second round of the 1999 elections — that the MVS orga- 
nized Chornovil’s accident when Yuriy Smimmoy was head of 
the MVS’s Kyiv branch. Smirnov later replaced Kravchenko 
as interior minister when Kravchenko was forced to resign in 
February 2001 at the height of the “Kuchmagate” scandal. 

The purported MVS letter claims that the special Falcon 
unit — which are divided into subunits of 50 men that are 
subordinate to the regional branches of the MVS Organized- 
Crime Directorate — are identical to Kravchenko’s Eagles. 
The elite Falcon units are part of the MVS forces that are 
trained in antiterrorism tactics. This new evidence would seem 
to tie the August 2002 revelations on “death squads” to the 
Falcon — or Eagles — MVS unit. In the months prior to his 
abduction, Gongadze had filed an official report that he was 
being followed by unmarked cars whose license plates were 
verified as belonging to the MVS. 

Where is the Gongadze investigation headed? Much cir- 
cumstantial evidence points to the possible involvement of 
Kravchenko’s Eagles in the abduction of Gongadze. An April 
2002 BBC documentary called “Killing the Story” docu- 
mented similar abductions seemingly intended to frighten and 
“warn off’ other journalists, cases that have been documented 
in Ukraine and abroad. The portion of the Melnychenko tape 
released by Moroz seems to indicate that Kuchma authorized 
similar scare tactics against Gongadze. The recent letter by 
purported MVS officers alleges that Gongadze was acciden- 
tally killed during his abduction by nervous Eagles officers 
who shot him in the head. Gongadze’s corpse might have 
been decapitated to hide any bullet wounds. 

Piskun has admitted that the possible involvement of the 
Eagles is one of three lines of inquiry into the Gongadze mur- 
der. However, there is little indication that Piskun is actually 
investigating the alleged illegal activities of MVS special units 
against journalists or the possibility that they were ordered to 
undertake those activities by senior government officials. 

If former Interior Minister Kravchenko, acting on Kuchma’s 
orders as the Melnychenko tape seems to indicate, ordered the 
Eagles to abduct Gongadze, then it will certainly be very diffi- 
cult for Piskun to crack the case. Kuchma reaffirmed his faith 
in Kravchenko’s loyalty in December 2002 by appointing him 
DPA director. Because Kuchma will remain president until 
October 2004, it would seem unlikely that there will be any 
breaks in the Gongadze case anytime soon. As “Zerkalo nedeli/ 
Dzerkalo tyzhnya” concluded in its Nov. 24-30 2001 issue, the 
Gongadze murder and “Kuchmagate” have “instilled a strong 
feeling among journalists that the police, the Security Service, 
and the Prosecutor-General’s Office are no friends of the press.” 
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1-4 weeks 


More goods available from our free 
catalogs. To receive one 
ка ipl WEE: 1-800-518-5558 


We Transfer & Deliver US & 
Canadian dollars to Ukraine, Belarus, 
Moldova, Russia & Baltic States. 


Express Delivery 24-48 hours 


Hand COURIER SERVICE 
to Hand Be 


Delivery 
2-14 ays 


_SEA PARCELS TO UKRAINE 


2 


Ji 


* Documents " Letters " Gifts 
Door to Door Service 


*for a limited 
time only 


ra 


SER. ence: Bene ae Sat.: 9am - СН 


| For more information call the MEEST agent in your area: 


(780) 424-1777; 1-800-518-5558 


